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GREEABLY to a promife made in the Inde- 
pendant Gazetteer, 1 now prefent to the Public 

a reply to the Pamphlet publifhed hy Mr. Rumfey, of 
Virginia,—and as I have no matter to conceal, or dif- 
guife, and wifh my readers to have a full and fair 
view of the whole controverfyj I have reprinted and 
annexed Mr. Rumfey’s Pamphlet, which will difcover 
to every impartial perfon who will take the trouble to 
examine the fubject, that he hath no fort of juft preten- 
fion to the claims he hath exhibited.—RHis fkill in the 
mechanifm of a Steam Engine, may poflibly be greater 
than mine, and ih the article of ConprNnsaTion I 
freely acknowledge he is my fuperior, having acquired 
the art of ‘condenfing (with the dafh*of his pen) one 
whole year in the compafs of fix days. 


200 A NMR. A NVR RE ANS 


JOHN FITCH, 


Philadelphia, ‘roth. May, 1788. 
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‘Tas tlie duty of everyman not only to avoid the commifli- 
on.of a crime, but fo to conduct himfelf through lite as to 
bear the ftrictéit ferutiny. 

In a Pamphlet pul blithed by Mr. James Rumfey and lately cir- 
eulated' ‘in: this City, as well as probabhs lyin other At ge Tam 

charged as the perpetrator of crimes attrocious in ‘their nature, 
but of which my conicience fully acquits me? ‘‘It-is ‘an ‘exercife 
of ‘malevolence in the extreme thus publicly rtd prefer charges 
again{t an innocent perfon without previoatly knowing or éi- 
quiring for the defence of the fuppofed offend er, ‘and fhews an 
inability in the accufer to fupport his charges. .Unfortt unately 
i Mr. Rumfe y ltruft, we are now before an impartial Public, 
where Juftice, ‘unbialted by party or undie influence, will a2 
cide between ts—Coricious of my condué, in the profecution of 
this bufinefs, bemp that of an honeéft many, ‘it,is mcumbent on 
me to recite the circumftances, and faéts relative thereto. 

I confefs the thought of .a Steam Boat, which firft ftruck me 
bymere accident ‘about the middle of April 1785, * has hitherto 
been very unfortunate to! me; the perplexities: and embarrafl- 

ménts through which it:has ‘caufed me to wade, far:exceed any 
thing, that the common-courfe of life ever prefented tomy view. 
After pondering. fome; days on the thought I-made a rough 
draught, but not daring to truft my own ern too far; I-con- 
fulted Mr. Daniel Longfireth, the Rever¢nd Nathaniel Irvin and 
fundry other Gentlemen of. Bucks county Pennfylvania. 

About the beginning of June, 1785, I went to Philadelphia 
and fhewed it to Dr. Bin ng, Mr. Patterfon and’ other refpecta- 
ble characters in the’ city, ftom whom T met with no’ ditesr age- 
ment. In June and July I formed models and in Augutt laid. 
them before Congres, as will appear''on their Files. Th Sep- 

tember 
* Vide N° 1 and’2. 
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tember I prefented them to the Philofophical Society, as per cery. 
tificate 
N* 3. 
Philadelphia, 1785. 
September 27th. 1785. At a fpeciah meeting of the American 
Philofophical Society: 
A Model, accompanied with a drawing and defcription of a 

machine for working a boat, againit the itream, by ‘means of a 
Steam Engine, was “laid before the fociety, by Joun Fircu. 


At a meetingof the- American Philofophical;Society, on 
December 2d. 1785. 
a Copy of the drawing and defcription of a machine for 
working a boatagainit the current, which,;fome time ago, was 
laid before the fociety by Mr. Joun Fircu, he, this evening, 
prefented to them. 
Extrad from the Minutes, 
SAMUEL MAGAW, 


One of the; Secretaries. 


In Oober I called on the ingenious Mr. Henry of ee 
ter to take his opinien of my drafts, who informed me, that L 
was not the firft perfon who had thought of. applymg Steam to 
veilels, that he had converfed with Mr. Andrew Ellicott, as early 
as the year §775, and that Mr. Paine, author of Common senfe, 
‘had fuggeited the fame thing to him in the: winter of 1778, 

that fome time after, he (Mr. Henry ; thinking . more. feriouily 
of the matter, was of opinion it might be eafily perfectec and 
accordingly made tome drafts which he propoied to lay before 
the Philofophical Society and which he then fhewed me, ‘but ad- 
ded-as he had neglected to bring them to public view and as I 
had firlt publifhed ‘the plan to the world he would lay no claim to 
the invention. ‘The following I have been favoured with from 
“Mr, Ellicott : 

No 4. 
Baltimorey April 26th, 7) 

I dis hereby certify, that early im the bg one thoufand, feven 
Hidden and ‘feventy five, MR William Henry, of Juancatter, 
converied with me onthe fubject of eam, and intimated that he 
thought it might be advantageoully uppited to the Bay gees 
of Boats. 

. (Signed) 
ANDREW ELLICOTE.* 


From. Lancafter I went to the Afflembly of Virginia, firf 
waiting.on Governor. Johnfon of. Maryland, who, notwithitanding 
the letters he has fince written in favour of Mr. Rumfey, ac- 
knowledged, a merit in my invention and that it ought to be en- 

couraged 


® Vide Mrs. Henry's Certificate, N% 
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eourared as will prefently appear... During my journey through 
Mar yland i in Oétober,. I pated through F rederick ‘Town, and 
every where piiblidhted my Plan. In V irginta I waited on his 
Excellency General Wathington, who in the courie of converfa- 
tion informed me, that the thought of applymg Steam was not 
original, that Mr. Rumiey had mentioned Steam to him, but 
nothing that pafled in the converfation, withGeneral Wathing- 
ton had the leaft tendency to convey the idea) of Mr. Rumiey’ s 
relying on Steam, and; General Wathington’ s letter, page.10, in 
Mr. Rumfey’s pamphlet ‘clears; up. the matter—tor the General 
himielf did not conceive any fuch thing. Know ving that the 
thought of applying, Steam to, Boats had been fuggeited by 

other gentlemen Jong before, I left his ‘Excellency General W ath- 
ington with all the. el lated profpects that an afpiring. projector 
could entertain, not doubting but I fhould reap the full benefit of 
the project;.for although I found that: /ome had conceived. the 
thought before, yet I was the ;frft that ever exhibited a plamto 
the public; ; and was fully convinced that I could not nterferewith 
Mr. Rumfey, otherwife the known candor of General Waihing- 
ton muft have pointed out to me fuch; interference. I,1mmedi- 
ately applied to the decal tire of Virginia for afliftance, to exe- 
cute my plan, who fignified their wells to encourage my defigns, 
but that the ftate of theit finances prevented it—the then Govern- 
or of the ftate, Patrick Henry, Efq. received from me an obliga~- 
tion with provifion that if I procured:in that ftate a lale for one 
thoufand of my Maps of the N. W. part of the United, States, 
at 6/8 each, I fhould exhibit a Steam Boat on the waters of Vir- 
ginia, within nine months or forfeit and -pay-; to the flate of Virs 
ginia, £. 350. as appears by the following certificate. 


1 Ghd Bes No- 6. 

I certify that John Fitch has left in my hands a bond payable 
to the Governor for’the time being for £35 50; conditioned for ex- 
hibiting his fteam' Boat when he receives’ fubcriptions for: 1008 
of his maps, 6/8 each. 

? November 16th. 1785. 
*$ 
( Signed) 
Sib Pe: PCEYNER SY 


I then returned to Manian, and acquainted Governor Johnfon 
of my expected afliftance in Virginia and that I intended apply- 
ing to the Aflembly of Maryland then fitting, to prorat and 
patronize my {cheme—Governor Johnion gave me the following 
Le etter to General Smallwood, the thea Governor of the Rate. 


No: Fie 
SPR Frederick Town, November 25, 1785. 
Mr. John Fitch of Bucks county, in Pennfylvania, called on me 


in his way to Richmond: he-has gone through a variety of {ceneés 
in 






















































































Go ae, 

iy the back country, which. has enabled him ‘to: colle@ a know- 
re of a great part of the new ftates, on which and: other 
ielps he has made a map ufeful and entertaining, his imgenwaity 
in this way th Sic recommends him, ‘but his genius is not con- 
fined.to this alone, he has {pent much thought’ onan improve- 
ment of the Steam-engine, by which to gain a firit power appl+ 
eable'to'a variety of ules, :amoneit overs t to force véllels forward 
many kind of water; if this engme can ‘be fimphiied, conitructed 
and made: to-work ata fmall. expence; there is no doubt.-but it 
cob be very ufefulanomoit great works, and-amongit them im 

hip butldine. Mav Pitch wants to raife money to make'an: experi 
ae on: Boat 3; the Counténance that he has us with in Virginia 
jie hopes will enable him to do it, -he wifhes alfo to make other 
experiments, and is w pees to enter into: engagementsito“ apply 


of. Boas 


@ large proportion’ of the fales of his maps, his principle fund. 


I believe his paflion for'this improvement will’ be ample fecutity 
for his applying the money th that way;—all that [have to requett 
of-you:Gir, is, that you will give him an opportunity to converle 
with you, you will foon’ perceive he is. acmancof ‘real genius: and 
modeity, your countenancing him will:follow of courfe. 
, I am Sir, 
your Hxcellency’s 

: < mott obedient aidimé A heimble Servant; 

Subferibed) « : PHOS JOHNSON. 

Live J Excellency Governor Smallwood. eS Oe i 

¢ Favour bf 
ae Nr Fitch. 
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From henée it plainly appears that eee fohaia could 
not at that tin ne Have any idea of my icheme interfering with 

Mr. Rumfey’s, as feems to bemew infingated in that gentleman’s 
Jeter topMr.: Rumsey, (IN°.14 of his,Parmphiet. - 

1 attended the feffion’ of the legiflature. about three weeks after 
rec eiving this letter, and on my petition for ‘ailiftance to. execitte 
my plan, they made me the following report, or ne ahi ini thefe 
words, (as may appear by examining their minutes) ‘ ‘ However 

defirous it is for liberal and enlightened Jegiflatures to encourage 
wiéfubarts, yet the fate and condition ate our finances are fuch 
that there can, be no, oh ee of. Public.“money at prefent.”’ 

this report it is proved beyond all doubt that the Aflem- 
bly of Maryland did not Conceive my plan the'fame as Mr. Rum- 
fey’s=—findi ling that [was undoubtedly ,the firft perfon in Ameri- 
én ‘at could be termed the ‘gente of a Steam Boat, either 

‘eeable to cuftom, “or eqttity, T thought i it prudent to apply to 
the different ftates for the ezclabve priviledg es for the emolu- 
ments of fuch invention, which was granted by New- jerley in 
March 1786,. by Daley vare, New York and Pennfylv ania.in’the 
winter and {pring following, and by Virginia i in OSober 17 7837 


J have 













































Roe) 
I have from the time of my firft thought purfited my icheme 
with unremitted application, without a fufpicion of an interrup- 
tion, until the caupietial of “Mr: Saleen uividious Pam- 
phlets, the contents of which I now find it neceflary next to take 
under conti E ration, not doubting but that thie deiign and ten- 
dency of thai 1 produgion will be a “fafficient apolog 
nefs with which I fhall treat ie 

Mr. Rumiey fays in Page 2, * im the mont h of Septem- 
ber, 1784, he exhibited the mode ig a Boat‘to' his Excel! 
General W athe ton, at Bath ‘in Berkeley County can 
for ftemming the current of rapid rivers only, con 
principles very different from (his) preient one; fata a: ae 
experiment of her making way ag sani a rapid ttream by the force 
aie ream, the General was pleafed to give mea mon ample cert! 

d, 


O 


"7 [} 





ficate of her efficacy.” Here it is to be obferve 


tha 
tion was made to General W afhineton of fieam, at the time of 


fuch exhibition; the principles upon which nae Boat was propelled, 
was entirely unconneéed with, and diftiné from, team ; bei ng 
fimply a model, propelled by water wheels, cranks and — 

ting poles; a mode which was many years ago tried on the ri 


the river 

Schuylkill by a Farmer near Reading, but without fuccefs. ‘From 
an exhibition ‘cf this plan it was that Mr. Ru aie procured i 
certificate from General Wathington, and on that certificate 
were Mr. Rumtey’s laws founded. Tn his petitions to the fev PON 
legiflatures, he prayed for no exclufive right, for the ufe of 
Steam Boats; neither did ie make ment ion of Steam, to their 
committees; or even fuggelt an idea of the kind: as’ proof of 
which,  [ offer the following petition to. the Aflem biy of Pennfy l- 
vania, the certificate from. General Wathing ton; accompanin 
it, and the certificate of Mannel Eyre, E Efquire, who was one 
of the committee of Affembly, who reported in ir. Rumiey’s 
favor. 


No 8. 


I have feen the model of Mr. Rumfey’s Boats confiruéed to 
work againit ftreams ; examined the 1 powers upon which it acts, 
been eye witne{s to an ie] expe riment, i runni ing water of fome 
rapidity; and give it as'my opinion (although I had little faith 


before) that he has difcovered the art-of v soar Boatany me- 
caniim and fmall manual afliftance ; againtt rapid currents; that 


the difcovery.is of vaft importance, may be of the greateft ufe. 


fulnefs in our inland navigation and if it fucceeds, of ‘which 
have no doubt, that the value of itis greatly enhanced by the 
fimplicity of the works, which when feen and LOR Aaa may be 
executed by the moft common machanice. 

Given under my hand at.the Town of Bath, Co ounty of 


Vou 


Berkeley, in the State of Virginia, this 4th. of, Se tember 1784, 


epte 
GEORGE. WASHING EON. 
Ne g, 


e 
y for the plain- 
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N° 9. 
©) the Honourable the Reprefentatives of the State of Pennfylvaniay. 
in General Affembly met. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Whereas your petitioner has formed a plan for facilitating the 
navigation of rapid rivers, he therefore doth propofe to conftruct 
a certain fpecies of Boats of the burthen of ten tons which fhall 
{ail or be propelled by the combined influence of certain mecha- 


nical powers theteto applied, the diitance of between twenty-five 
and forty miles per day, againit the current of a rapid river, not- 
withftanding the Velocity of the water, fhould move at the rate 
of five miles per hour and upwards, with the burthen of ten 
tons on board to be wrought.at no greater expence than that of 
three hands, and as a premium for fo ufeful an invention, your 
petitioner prays for an act to pafs this honourable houfe, granting 
to your petitioner, his heirs and afligns, the fole and excluiive right 
of conitructing, navigating and employing boats conitructed 
upon his new invented-model upon each and every creek, river, 
bay, inlet and harbour within the limits and jurifdidtion of this 
commonwealth, for and during the term of ten years, fully to 
be compleated and ended, to be computed from the firft day of 
January next, provided always that the legiflature of this com- 
monwealth may at any time within the term aforefaid abolifh the 
exclufive right herein prayed for, by the payment of 
pounds in gold or filver. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, 


fhall pray. 





JAMES RUMSEY. 


The foregoing is a true copy of the original petition remain- 
ing on the files of the General Afflembly and read in the houfe 
November 26, 1784. 


]. SHALLUS, 4f cH 


N° ro. or 
Philadelphia, the 6th. May, 1785: 
This may certify, that I the fubfcriber was in Affembly for the 
year 1784, and was appointed one of the committee to report 
on Mr. James Rumfey’s petition for his Boat to go againit the 
{treams of rapid rivers and that there was no mention nor any 
idea held up to the committee that it was to be propelled by the 
force of fleam. 
(Signed) 
MANUEL EYRE. 


Now I afk whether it does not amount to a poflitive proof that 
Mr. Rumfey had no fort of Reference to, or dependance ,ons 
Steam. General Wathington fays, ‘ It is fo fimple that it may be 


executed by the moft common mechanic ;”? which certainly his Ex- 
7 cellency 
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ellency would not have faid of a Steam;engine; a machine, 
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e 
that has coft me two years to underftand, and compleat. If we 
examine the Petition, we fhall find, that it confirms the Gene- 
ral’s idea of fimplicity; for Mr. Rumfey fays ‘it may be 
wrought at no greater expence than that of three hands,” plainly 
indicating, that the expence of fire was not in contemplation; and 
to put the matter out of all doubt, Mr. Eyre declares, “ There 
evas no idea held up to. the.committee that it was to be propelled 
by Steam.”’ 

All Mr. Rumfey’s laws were obtained, in confequence of his 
model, fhown to General Wathington at Bath; which, as I have 
{aid, was-nothing but water wheels, cranks and fetting poles; 
therefore he could have no pretenfion to the ufe of Steam, under 
thofe Jaws. With the fame propriety, his claim might extend 
to every power, and every machine in the United States; as foon 
as any man had invented one that would fuit his purpofe. So 
that upon his plan of law making, no other man would be fafe 
‘in expending his money, but all muit be fwallowed' up by ‘his 
pretendedly ambiguous laws. But I am happy in knowing, 
that: Ais Jaws, as well as his claims, cannot ‘interfere with mine; 
for had he profeffed any reliance on Steam; or any intention to 
apply it to his boats, he certainly would not have'negleced in- 
ferting, fo important a part of the fcheme, im his petitions to 
the different legiflatures. Nor would he have prayed to be in- 
vefted with the exclufive privilege, to ufe boats, conftructed on 
fuch different principles from thofe he really intended to ‘purfue. 
In. Mr. .Rumfey’s a& pafied in Pennfylvania, it is ftiled ‘ The 
exclufiye right of conftructing, navigating and employing boats 
built and to be built on: his new invented mode,” and this new 
invented mode (viz. cranks, water wheels and fetting poles) ts 
all he was entitled to under thatlaw. Can it be fuppofed that the 
legiflatures would not have included Steam in their laws, if they 
had been informed by Mr. Rumfey that it was his grand depen- 
dance; the eflential, the vital part of his {cheme, as he now pro- 
fefles.. That they had no fuch intimation given them, is very. 
evident, from their encouragement to me; and the laws fince 
pafled, are the fulleft proofs of the received meaning of Mr. 
Rumfeys petitions, viz. that they had no connection with Steam. 
And that Mr. Rumfey did not ‘think himfelf mifunderitood, 
muft certainly be granted; becaufe he made no objection to any 
of my petitions, as interfering with his Laws, ‘which, agreeable 
to his. own déclarations, were founded on principles very different 
from a Steam-boat. “Mhat he had no claim to Steam under his 
laws.is evident, from his confeffion in page 4, line 31, where he 
favs © I find my idéa of Steam was nzarly matured betore iteam 
had ever entered his head by his confeffion to Governor Johnion 
viz. April 178%.—Now can it be fuppofed Mr. Rumfey had 
made confiderable improvements on Steam-engines in 1784, or 
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that he had obtained laws aes a risht to the ufe of Steam 
to Boats, when at the time of his petitioning for, and the pafling 
of thofe laws, he confetles his idea of Steam was not matured. 

He fays in page 3, jme 1, In the courte of that fall and win- 
ter (of. 1 734) he made progrefs in ‘fome Steam- sengines, and, 
page 16,, line.7,_ Of Governor Johnfon’s.letter, **T ‘think im, Oéto- 
ber 1785, you told me you relied on Steam for your firt pow- 
er, and wifhed me to promote your having fome cylinders caft at 
my -brother’s and my works; the attempt did not fucceed.’ 
Speaking of General Wathingtony. the Governor adds “ But the 
General feems to have thought it an immatured idea that he did not 
imagine you then relyed.on” (Viz, in November'1784.) Thefe-t 
lait acknowledgements on the part of Mr. Rumiey, muft pa 
the facts alledged in the firft, viz. that “ He made progrefs in 
Steam- “engines in the fall and winter of 1784.”. For the infor- 
mation given to General Wathingten in confidence retpedting, the 
boat, .was fuch that the General,“ Did not think.he then rely ed 
on, Steam;””, which is fully, con firmed, by his making ufe of the 
General’s certificate to the Atee ite wherein the difcovery 1s 
treated as being enhanced by its fimplicity, and may be exe-. 
cuted by the moft.common mechanic” which furely’ no perfon 
would fay ‘of a Steam-engine. | 

His application to Governor Johnfon for caftings fora Steam- 
engine, 1s, inf finuated to have been in October or November 1785, 
which I muit deny, and reter to the Governor’s own letter for the 
proof;,.being confident that no fuch application had been made 
"to that gentleman by Mr. Rumfey, previous to my obtaining the 
letter of Recommendation to Governor Smallwood. But’ even 
had it been true it, goes no further back than O&ober or Novem- 
ber.1.785,, which was the very time'I was publithing my plan’ 
through Pennfylyania, Mary land and Virginia, and was near three, 
months after the time I laid it before Congrefs—And yet, this. 
attempt to have a cylinder calt, at Governor Tohnfon’ S works B41 
Otober or Wheem\ber 1785, 35 the frit ellay: towards. bringing. 
forward aSteam- “engine, that is offered in proof, admitting it | 
to. have been at the time Governor Johnfon’ fuppofes, which I can- 
not allow for reafons I fhall prefently offerin addition to what I 
have already faid on this head. Then how are we to reconcile 
the ailertion of Mr. Rumfey’ s having. made contiderable pro- 
giels.in Steam-engines in the “ fall or winter of 1784,” when it 
appears his firlt atfempt (by ,this‘account) was not made‘until 
after October or November 1785 as mentioned by Governor John- 
fon’s letter, I fhall hereafter fhow, to a demontftration, beyond all 
poilikiity of doubt, that this fame engine, faid' to have. been 
compleatly made in Frederick town in December 1785, qwas not 
beoun until March 1786. On comparing Governor Johnfon’s letter, 
fent under my care to General Smallwood, dated November 25th. 


1785, (a confiderable time after I firt explained to him my me. 
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de] and acquainted him of my intentions of purfuing the fcheme} 
with his letter to Mr. “Ruumiey, dated December the 18th, 1787, 
it muit unavoidably call in queftion the memory or candour or the 


“writer, the /atier 1 moft certainly ought to acquit, “and fhotld 


have been happy had 7 obtained the leatt explanation on this head, 


“when I lately made a journey to his houfe; expresfly to procure 


it; poflibly it may {till be received. If Governor Johnfon knew, 
and believed the legal priority of Mr.. Rumiiey’s claim, toa 
Steam-boat, ‘and was entrufted with his fecret, ‘how was it pofli- 
ble he could have encouraged a man of real gentus and + mo- 
defiy’ (as he was pleated to term me), to proceed on an cxperi- 
ment, which terminate as it: would, muit inevitably end im ‘idfs 
and difappointment. For thould the experiment fail, which was 
then thought very doubtful, the {mall furid,* which I fhould raife 


by the fale of my maps, mutt likewile fail; for I wa's to expend 


% 


- 
7 


it in Virginia as appears by Governor Henry’s certificate page:5. 
Should the experiment fucceed to the utmoit ot my wilhes, I 


 fhould fuffer more feverely, not in my money and time only, but 


y aa 
1/3 


in my reputation; and meet the treatment of’ a man trefpailing 


‘on the rights of a fellow citizen, who had a law in his favour. 


Had Governor Johnfon at the time he encouraged me, knowtt the 
priority of claim‘to be fairly and jufly in Mr.’ Rumiey, had ‘he 
been then in pofleffion of his fecret, or had he. believed any title 
veited in Mr. Rumfey to the éxclufive ule of Steam, under the 
law of Maryland, fo recently pafled in his favor, the Governor 
certainly would not have requelted ‘a gentleman of General 
Smallwood’s rank, to countenance me, not only to tref{pais ‘on 
the rights of Mr. Rumfey, but to violate. a law, which as Go- 
vernor of the ftate he was bound to fupport.’’ Another ‘circum- 
ance corroborates my aflertion of mifrelation of facts, as to time. 

It willbe recollected that Governor Johnfon’s letter recommend- 
ing me {fo very minutely and warmly to the patronage of Go- 
vernor Smallwood, was dated 25th. November 1785, and in his 
letter to Mr. Rumfey, the Governor fays, ‘ In Odober or No- 
vember 1785, you told’me you relied on. Steam for your firft 
power and wifhed me to promote your having fome caltings army 
brother’s and my works; the attempt did not fucceed—I confi- 
dered myfelf under an obligation to fecrefy, “till in the progrefs 
of making copper cylinders in_ Frederick Town, fome time after, 
when I found that the defigned purpofe of the ‘cylinder was a 


a jeje) 


fubje@ of pretty general converfation.”’—Now the Governor’s Jetter 


in my favour was dated 25th. November 1785, and the whole 


“machinery is fworn to have been compleated on the ft. Decéem- 
ber following, only fix_days after the time of my getting this 


letter of recommendation—and as the cylinder was a fabjet of 


_“ pretty general. converfation,” I could not have been kept, in 


ignorance by the Governor from his ‘¢ Obligation to fecrely’” 


becaule it was noonger a fecret at Frederick-town, 
3 The 
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The thing was,impoflible in its nature, that the cylinders and 
copper works fhonld have been making, and a fubject of general 
converfation, in Frederick-town, on the 25th. day of. November 
1785, the time I was obtaining my letter of introduction to Go- 
vernor Smallwood, m that very town;. and muft have heard it 
mytelf, if Governor Johnfon had been fo dilingenuous as to con- 
ceal it from mes. which is abfurd to.fuppofe; for I mide my bufi- 
nefs publicly known in that town, and therefore, it Mr, Rum- 
fey’s cylinders were the fubject of general converfation, I muft 
have heard it from every quarter; therefore it clearly follows, 
that the converfation about cafting of the cylinders, the obli- 
gation of’ fecrefy, and.the general converfation about the 
defion of the cylinders in Frederick-town, could not have hap- 
pened in the year 1785.—If Mr. Rumfey had made Governor 
Johnion his confident ‘* In O@ober or November 1785,” 
at is highly improbable that he would fo far have deceived 
Mr. Rumfey and me, as to encourage my puriuit of a fimilar 
nature, within fo fhort a time as fix days of its being compleated. 
—And it is equally improbable that Mr. Rumfey fhould have 
communicated this fecret and requelted his affiitance in procur- 
ing callings immediately after my being with the Governor, as 
there was not time for it—the Engine being fworn as I have faid 
to have been all compleated fx days after that vifit—Then the 
following conclufion may be fafely drawn, that Governor John- 
fon did at fome /ub/equent day (fo long after as that he forgot the 
letter he had given me) offer to aflift Mr. Rumfey with caftings: 
which not fucceeding, an application. was made to copperfmiths 
in Frederick-town the enfuing {fpring, who in the courfe of the 
fummer 1786, delivered their work to Mr. Rumfey.—About shis 
time it. was that the matter became a fubje@t of ‘ general conver/a- 
tion;’’—and if winter topped the putting the whole machinery 
into motion as fworn to by Mefirs. Barns and Morrow, it was the 
winter of 1786, which is long after my boat was built, and my 
model of a Steam-engine compleated.—Of this my readers will 
foon be fully convinced—and a further weighty proof is—that 
‘as Mr. Rumfey profeffes his hurrying on his engine, was on ac- 
count of my fetting up pretenfions, it cannot be believed that he 
would fuffer my petition to lay before the aflembly of Maryland, 
and be reported on in my favour about the zoth. December 1785, 
nineteen days after he fays his boat and Engine were finifhed—Mr. 
Foy the member from Frederick-town muft have told the tale, 
and laid ina claim for. his countryman,—but I repeat it again, 
that I was in that very Frederick-town on my way to the Ailem- 
bly in the fal/of 1785, every where-publifhing my fcheme, and nq 
Engine was began there during that year, nor until March fol- 
lowing, as will be fully fhown—but before [ come to my proofs 
I. with to confute him out of his own writings. 
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Let me purfue his explanation fill further, and afk, what 
could be the ufe of /ecre/y in this bufineis, if Mr. Rumfey, as he 
alledges, was fecured in the ufe of the invention by law? Could 
he expedt any countenance from the public, for a {cheme wrap- 
ped up im fecrefy and which is confefled by Governor Johnion 
to have remainedg‘intil after I had publifhed my plan, both in 
Maryland and Virginia—Mr. Rumfey and his confidential friends 
might have died, and then no advantage could have arife 
to the community; and until fuch advantage was publicly im- 
parted, certainly ee could be expected from the public. 

In page 16 he inferts part of a letter from general Wathing- 
ton in anfwer to his of the 10th. March 1785: ‘¢ Tt gives me 
much pleafure to find by your letter, that you are not /e/s /anguine 
in your boat project, than when I faw you at Richmond, and 
that you have made fuch further difcoveries as will reader them 
more extentively uieful than was at firft expected”—but {till it 1S 
plain that the General only alluded to the fetting pole plan, for 
m his anfwer to Governor Johnfon (even after my petition was 
before the Aflembly of Maryland) he f ul thought that Mr. Rum- 
fey had “No reliance on Steam”—The General’s faying that 
he thought Mr, Rumfey’ s idea of iteam was ‘“ Immature? in 
vee 1784 (the time they were at Richmond, ) is a proof 

hat Mr. Rumfey’s “ Being not lefs fanguine’? muft have aliuded 
to his Seti ng pole {cheme, becatfe no'm: in can be faid to be /az- 
guine oy thing of which he has but “ An immatured idea;” 
and ‘ Further difcoveries”’ will not apply to Steam, becaufe feam 
could be no zew difcovery, and was mentioned to the General 
at. Richmond: nor is any. thing mentioned of Steam in the 
General’s Letter? at leaft in the extra. It is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, if Steam had been the dependable dilcovery, ‘it would- 
have been treated on more largely, and have produced a more 
pointed anfwer; the truth is, Mr. Rumfey placed no dependance 
on Steam, until my plan came forward, and his cwn had 
failed; confcious of the weaknefs of his claim, and the fu- 
tility of ‘his arguments to fupport it, he found that fomething 
more was neceflary than merely an “ Jmmatured idea;’’ there- 
fore to add weight to his plea, he endeavours to eftablith 
himielf under the folemnity of oaths, and attempts to prove, 
that the machinery for his Steam-engine, was executed in Balti- 
more and Frederick-town, fo as to be compleated and put toge- 
ther on the 1%. of December 1785. 'Thefe folemn and pofitive 
declarations are contained in the depofitions of Charles Morrow 
and Jofeph Barns (N* rr and 12 of his pamphlet) who are 
probably interefted in the fcheme. ‘The reader will pleafe to ex- 
amine thefe depofitions; they are produced to fupport fatts, 
which he is confcious ought to have exifted at the time Bae {fpecify, 
Naat: his pretenfions would confequently fall. ‘hefe two 

vitneZes teftify to ‘abfolute fads, and yet affix aiffercat periods 
of 
































































































(345) 
of time for one and the fame tranfadtion. .. Page 13, line, 14, of 
Charles Morrow’s depofition, he fays. “ About the frit of Decem- 
. ber (4785) 1t appears to the faid Charles that the whele of. the 
machinery was ready to_be fixed to the boat which came down 
to the falls of Shanandoah for experiment;. but the ice then com- 
mencing prevented it for the winter:’’ andéline 28 of the:fame 
depofition, he fays,. * In the {pring of 1786 the machinery was 
put.on the boat and the firft trial: made, faid Charles being on 
“board.” Page 15, line 11, of 7o/zph Barns’s depofition he’ fays, 
«© In December (1785) it was put on the doai at Shanandoah falls,’? 
_thefe different declarations, or different, times afhxed, at which 
the machinery was. pui on the oat, of themfelves tend much, to 
deftroy tlhe validity of their oaths; for the time the machinery 
was put ‘on board, muift have been a fact,.fo notorious, that, it 
could not admit of a-miitake, in a mind properly imprefled with 
the impo rtance of anoath. In page 10 & 11 William Aikew {wears 
that Mr.. Rumfey’s, machinery will not weigh more than eight 
‘hundred. pounds, and that he is well conyinced it may be made 
for £20« Itisa well know fact that of Mr, Rumfey’s machmery, 
the greaitelt part, mutt conlilt of copper or brafs, fuch as cylin- 
ders, tubes, cocks and valves, together with curious wrought 
iron; now 80o pounds (were, it all made of /ron) could not coft 
‘Yefs than double the fum. As this evidence is not brought to 
prove any thing about Mr. Rumfey’s priority it 1s of no impor- 
tance, ;and the abfurdity it contains might have. been {pared. 
Whethize Ais. machine*or my machine are beft, is nothing to the 
purpofe:;, I have been daily altering, and never watched 4is mo- 
tions and blunders, as it is evident he did mine. He, it feems 
“mnade a fecret of his doings, whilft mine were open to all the 
world. ) if : : 

It is proper I fhould not pafs over, this part of my work, with- 
out acknowleaging, that. I have, been greatly indebted .to the 
afliftance..of my. ingenious friend Mr. Henry Voicur of this 
—eity 3. wlio has uniformly, from my firft undertaking to build a 
boat, afforded me valuable. hints; and has united with mein 
"pertectirig my plans. , To his inventive genius alone, I am in- 

debted ‘for the improvement in, our mode of creating team; a 
“thought which ftruck him ‘above two years ago, the drawing 
having been fhewn, to feveral perfons; for we never made a. fecret 
of any. part of our works; but a fear of departing from old 
eftablif' ned plans, made me fearful of adopting it, until I had 
found “by his invention of creating fieam, that a coadenfor might be 
conftr: ited on.the fame principles, (viz.-a {pial pipe or worm) 
only by reverfing the agent, for the, beft way of applying jire 
to eva porate water into fleam, mult alio be the belt way. of ap- 
plying cold water to condenfe /ieam, that is, the bringing: the 
greatc ft quantity. of. fire into. ation upon the createft {urtace, of 
water «-orthe contrary--And we had anadditional inducement to 
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Rudy this fubject, bécaufe the common wayof fixtno boilers, 
Ay Sits ; ‘ fare NO o 

required fo great a load of brick work, ‘that it‘overloaded our 


boat. Therefore, the’ firft thought’ that ‘mult occur to every’ 


man, attempting to raife fteam on board a boat, mult be to ac- 
quire that method which would require the left weight.—since 
Mr. Rumfey has been in ‘town Ihave been told,’ that he'fays I 


have got his mode of creating fteam;. whethér'that be thé cale ot 


not (or whether he has gé¢t’mine) I do not at préfent KHow” Bik 
3 pre 


as-both Mr. Rumfey and Mr. Voight laid ‘their drawings and 


plans before the Philofophical Society the fame day, ié will ap 
pear. how far they are alike. And Mr. Voight made a’prioren- 


Jy} 


try of his plans in the Prothonotary’s office, ‘in this Cityes It 


there fhould happen to be any fimilatity betwéen them) it Would 
be nothing furprizing; having ‘the*fame “load ‘on both their 
minds, they both fought rélief; and, "as fick perfons, lacking a 
doctor, chance might. have led “them ‘to ‘the fame may and“T 
had an undoubted right to apply every mediciné that fuited “the 


diforder—but Twill. proceed with the pamphlér—- 
_In Page 17, Henry Bedingéer fays;‘that'Mr. Junies Rumfey 
informed him in or before the month 6f Maréh, 1 784, that he 


intended to give trial to a fteam'boat, and he’ beliévés he’ men.’ 
tioned fuch intention of Mr. Rumfey’s ‘in’ Kéntuckey;” which ‘ 


feems to have been a breach of hondur;’as it mult be {uppofed 

Mr. Rumiey gave it 'to him 'in confidence; ‘for he treated his idea 
£).¢ ; ; 

of 


a 


mec, as having filched his, {chethe in’ Kéituckey;’ this Tike his: 
other charges is founded in falfehood, for it is a well known raets 


that FE have not been in Kentuckey fince’the-year Wiha) Berne lig: t= 
depofitions. of Georoe Rootes,’ Ne: 8, and Nicholas Orrick, N° 


10, tettilying to his having informed them, ‘ia the year 17845 Of 


his projeding a fteam boat is quité ufelels for reafots already 
given. Meifrs. Henry and Paine proeded it before him and if 
bare /racdiion was fuficient to build a claim on) I have no doubt 
but there are people now in tlieir graves, whole heirs might fet up’ 
more early claims than either of ts. If Mr: Rumfey was in 1 134. 
projecting. a boat to work by ftéam,’ with a view of carrying 1’ 
into actual execution, why did he not apply for the ufe of fteani m 
his laws?'thé reafon is plaini,—-Genéral Wathington gives it forhim, 
it was an immatured idea and on which he thought he did not'rely.”” 
I'miuft therefore contend that thefe depdfitions; lofe their weight,! 
and the whole of his condué proves to'a' démoiftration, that he 
could not have been eilgaged in making fteam engines’ dt thé 
time mentioned by thofe witnellés, with a view of applying thém 
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to his boat. In page ZO, N° 78, he inferts a paragraph of a 
letter faid to have been written by a Mr. Daniel Buckley, near 
Philadelphia, by which he fixes the time 6f his applying* himfelt 
fo'the “ perfedtine his Ream ensine with mitch aréop TH part 
4 J © i i ee 


steam as a fecret to Governor Johnion, long after: thus oi” 
the ciicloiure of’ this friend, Mr. Rumy butlds‘a charge againft 




























































































( 16 ) 
of faid inferted extract, {peaking of.me, he ftiles me “ a Mn 
Fitch of Philadephia;” now this letter, if the facts it recites are 
true, muft have been written a/ier the 17th. of April, 1786, and 
not.in 1785, as infinuated by Mr. Rumfcy, for I was not an. 
‘nhabitant of Philadelphia till after that period; nor did I ever 
hear chat Mr. Rumfey was employed in making a fleam boat until 
long after that time; confequently 1 could not have ufed any ex- 
preflions about it until after April, 1786. ‘This is a very impor- 
tant part of the prevarication, and carrying the air of great plaufi- 
biliry, I muit beg my Reader’s clofe attention to it, as I fhall 
prove it to be falfe. - Page 3, he fays, * I wrote to General 
Wathington the 1oth. March, 1785, that I intended applying 
both powers (meaning {team as one) to build_a boat after the 
model of one he faw at, Bath, &c. and as I could gain truth 
only by fucceflive experiments, incredible delays were produced, 
&c. bore the pelting of ignorance and ill-nature with all re- 
fignation, until | was informed fome. dark aflafins had endea- 
voured to wound the reputation of his Excellency, andthe other 
gentlemen, who faw my exhibition at Bath, for giving me.a cer- 
tificate. The reflections upon thefe worthy gentlemen gave me 
inexpreffible uneatinefs, and I fhould certainly have quitted my 
fteam engines, though in great forwardnefs, and have produced 
the boat, for which I bad obtained the certificate, for their juftification 
and my own, had not:a Mr. Fitch came out at this critical minute, 
with his fteam-boat; afferting. that he was the firft inventor of 


fteam, and that I had gotten what {mall knowledge I had from 
him, &c.”? Now this embarrafiment being confefledly fubfequent 
to the letter to General Wathington, jult mentioned, viz. 10th. 
March, 1785. The letter alerted to have been written by Mr. 
Buckley. is incontrovertibly Gxed between this date and the 1f. of 
December following, the time fworn to for compleating of the 
{team engine; therefore, as Mr. Rumfey quitted his fettung pole 
{cheme and “ purfued the perfecting his fteam engines with en- 
creafed ardor (page 3) on the reciept of this letter; it becomes of 
moment to afcertain its exact date; and I fhall fhew that this 
letter which fet Meffrs. Rumfey and Barns to work in fuch hatte 
and with fuch ‘ encreafed ardor’’ was not ‘written until near a 
year after the time it is pretended, and the copper vorks faid to 
have been made in 1785 were not begun until 1786—fo that this 
raachinery completed fo brifkly and {worn to have been on board 
in December 1785 has made a jump of juft twelve months, in 
order to perfuade. the public into a belief that Mr. Rumfey’s 
works were begun time enough to fupplant mine.—<‘¢ At that cris 
tical minute? fays he, ‘ Came out a Mr. Fitch afferting I had got 
what fmall knowledge I had from him?—At what critical mi- 
nute I afk?—Mr. Rumfey’s third pagerwill tell us—In March 
178s, heinformed General Wafhington by letter that he intended 


applying fteam to boats; in December following, Mefirs. aaa 
an 








@ sax *) 
and Morrow fwear the boat was ready},and his exhibiting this 
boat, he confefles was hurried on by the intelligence received 
from Mr. Buckley; confequently this work and this “ Encreaded. 
ardor” was /ub/equent to the date of the letter from Mr. Buckley. 
Then if I can fix the time of Mr. Buckley’s writing the letter, 
I fhail eftablifh a certain fixed period at which Mr. Rumfey ac- 
knowledges his works were not on board his boat. And I feli- 
citate myfelf in being able to do it fo inconteftibly as to prove 
from his own writings that he has given /fa//e dates and afligned 
falfe reafons for his movements. He knew at the time.of infert- 
ing that quibling account, that it would not bear the light, and 
therefore did not dare to give the date of Mr. Buckley’s letter, 
wrote at that ‘* Critical minute,”’ for Mr. Buckley’s letter would 
have fhewn that this ‘* Critical minute” was not in 1785, when 
they fwear the fteam-boat was ready, but in the Summer of 
1786, full twelve months after I had made my plans-public, 
and was procuring patterns for my prefent cylinder, and had 
made a complete model of a fteam-engine in brafs and iron.— 
{ have been at the pains of walking 66 miles to Pequa and Lan- 


cafter to fee Mr. Buckley, that I might obtain an additional - 
zs 8 


proof (to the many others I fhall produce). that Mr. Rumfey has 
tranfpofed the order of time and antedated facts. Mr. Buckley 
frankly told me all he knew of the matter and fixed the time 
of writing his letter, /o circumffantially, to have been in 1786 
and not in 1785, that not a doubt can remain—and it will fur- 
ther appear from the certificate he has given me that the colour- 
ing as to fact, as well as to date, has been grofsly difingenuous, 
as will be feen on comparing his certificate, N°- 18, with the fol- 
lowing: 


Hehe i 

This may certify, that the paragraph that Mr. James Rumfey 
has copied from my letter, which he applies to the injury of Mr. 
John Fitch’s character, was not told to me by Mr. Fitch, but by other 
perfons, who for reafons were convinced of his priority of in- 
vention. And as to the time of writing the letter it was when 
Mr. Samuel Briggs was making patierns for Mr. Fitch’s caftings. 

As witnefs my hand this twelfth day of May, 1788. 
IO! NE OB Ee Rae 


On my return to Philadelphia I applied to Mr. Briggs in or- 
der.to afcertain the Time of his making my patterns, and he freely 
gave me the following certificate: 


Pie ee 
This may certify whom it may concern, That in the Summer 
ef 17806, 1 performed fome turning work for John Fitch, being 
patterns for caftings for his fteam-boat, and before that time J 
mgiade no work-for the faid John Fitch;~-That I am acquainted 
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C18 J 
with Daniel Buckley and faw him at my fhep durmeg that fum-~ 
mer and at fundry times fince, and we have frequently coriverféd 
about James Rumfey, but the particulars of any converifatior® 
with him I do not recollect. 


SAMUEL BRIGGS. 


Affirmed the 15th. May, 1788, that the foregoing is juft and 
true, before 


PLUNKT. FLEESON. 


Thus, independant, of all other proofs, have I brought 4 con- 
élufive evidence out of Mr. Rumfey’s own writings and from 
his own teftimonies, that the fteam machinery /worn to have 
been on board. in December, 1785, could not have been ready un- 
til December, 1786; and here I might fafely reft my defence, 
and véry properly quote Mr. Rumfey’s own words (annexed to 
this certificate, N° 18.) viz. ‘‘ Should he incline to afert here- 
after, what credit he will deferve, has been fo clearly proved, 
that future impofitions may be avoided, and +ho/e who fpread a 
{lander they do zot believe, deferve the contcmpt of all honeft 
men.” 

But I will proceed, and muft not omit remarking, that 
this @mrth page of his work is very fatal tohim. He fays, 
‘© T fhould certainly have quitted my fleam-engines (engines 
only in idea) though in great forwardnels, and have produced the 
boot for which I had obtained the certificate, Fc. had not a Mr. Fitch 
come out at this critical minute with his fteam-boat, &c.”? And 
further adds, “‘ Had I exhibited my f/f boat it would have been 
con{trued into an acknowledgement of Mr. Fitch’s affertion, by 
producing a boat with which fteam had nothing to dos thefe 
confiderations compelled me to purfue the perfefting my fteam- 
engines, with increafed ardor.”—Thus 1 have a proof from 
himfelf, that the certificates from General Wathington, &c. 
(which procured his laws in Virginia, Maryland and Pennfylya- 
nia) had no reference to fleam—contequently my laws for the exclu- 
five ufe of fteam applied to boats, cannot interfere either with 
his laws, or his expectations at the time of afking forthem. I 
applied to the feveral legiflatures openly and unguardedly, with- 
out friends and without patrons; and from the pure merit of my 
pretenfions, met with fuccefs, without a whifper being breathed, 
that I was interfering with Mr. Rumfey. I am confident that he 
never conceived me to bea rival in navigating boats, until he 
found his own plan hopelefs and mine likely to fucceed. 

In his third page he fays, ‘“ I wrote to General Wafhington 
roth. March 1785, that I intended applying both powers to a boat 
built after the model of the one he faw-at Bath; but the difad- 
vantages before mentioned ftill remained and.as I could gain 


truth only by fucceflive experiments, insredible delays were produc- 
ed 
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C19 J 
ed—and though my ditrefles were greatly increafed thereby, 
&c.”—It is truly amazing that though he had long before this 
letter, been making progrefs in Steam-engimes, and gaining 
truth by fuccetlive experiments, and) incredible delays, iniomuch 
that at the time of his propofing to get cylinders calt.at Gover- 
nor Johnfon’s works in. O&ober 1785, he had the principal part 
of his work untouched: ‘I fay‘it is amazing, that thele mceredible 
delays thouldyall-vanifh as in.an imitant, and that between the. 
time of his failing;at Governor Johnifon’s works, in October or 
November 1785, and)the 1{t. of | December following, he dhiggakd 

‘have completed his whole machinery, ready to be put on board. 
—A»'Steam-engine:is a complex piece,of work, and his iubfe- 
quent traniactions {hew that he found it:fo; for it has taken him 
from the fummer-of 1786 (when, he removed his works from 
Fredetick-town) to the winter of 1787:toomake them ready. for 
a fair; experiment... No perfon theretorécan be brought to be- 
lieve, that his firft machinery could have been conjured together 
in little more than 30 days.—No fuch thing happened—1I have 
already fufficient proof to the contrary, and have no doubt but 
a, multitude of corroborating witnefles will voluntarily offer 
themifelves, when this pamphlet gets down to. Frederick-town 
and Shepherds town, where I fhall take fome pains to have it 
circulated.—It is truth alone I am in fearch of, in order to wipe 
off the imputations from my own character; for as to ftability 
of title to my exclufive rights, I ihall not caft away an anxious 
thought about it—I am fecured by my laws—and my “ coadju- 
tors,” as Mr. Rumfey is pleafed to term them, I am fure have 
no fort of apprehenfion about the monies they have rifqued; and 
only with that I {hould remove any afpertions that may be un- 
guftly caft upon me—Thus far it may be faid they have an inter- 
eft in my fuccefs, becaufe a law in my favour in Maryland is yet 
depending. ; 
) Imuft not yet quit the fubje@t of Mr. Buckley’s letter in his 


| femme, pase, from whence it is plainly to be gathered, that fub- 


equent to his letter of roth. March 1785, to General Wathington 
1e meant to tell the world he was bufily employed in private ex- 
periments on Steam-Engines, and that although his firft fetting 
pole boat ‘“ Bore the pelting of ignorance and ill-naturé,”. yet he 
did not fet about making a Steam-engine, for this boat, until 
Cas he calls it) the critical moment when a Mr. Fitch with his Steani- 
engine came out, afferting that he was the firft inventor of Steam, 
and that ‘ I had gotten what {mall knowledge I had from him.” 
-—Now as all his experiments were privately conduéted, and he 
does not pretend to have begun his boat engine, until Mr. Buck- 
ley had fent notice that I charged him with ftealing knowledge 
from me; I would afk any man where I was to obtain the grounds 
for my charge? it could not be until [had begun my own engine, 
and made it every where public—then ‘it follows that my pre- 
‘tended 
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ended complaint againft him muft have been fubfequent to my 
own works and prior to the beginning of his works for his boat 
in November (as he calls it) which from his own f{tatement has 
jaid a fair and juft foundation for my claim of public priority, 
for\private priority “is out of the queftion, as Mr. Henry, Mri 
Ellicott and Mr. Paine are before us both. . 

Nay, even after the real Steam-engine for his boat was actu- 
ally begun, we find it kept as the moft profound fecret; and from 
Charles Morrow’s depotition it is declared, ‘that the boat came 
Sweme Shepherds-town early in the fallfthat Mr. Barns went to 
Baltimore fhortly aftet to have fome machinery caft; and on his 
return from Baltimore was fent to Frederick-town in order to 
have fome other things made (which could not confiftently with 
Governor Johnfon’s letter be earlier than the beginning of No- 
vember) and about the middle of November they were all finifhed 
viz. a boiler, two cylinders, pumps, pipes, Sc—lI confefs ' this is 
very brifk work for a country town—more than ever I could get 
in the city of Philadelphia. 

At Baltimore four large cocks were befpoke by Mr. Barns 
and the brafs-founder was told they were for the warm /prings of 
Virginia as will prefently appear; Governor Johnfon was entrufled 
with the {cheme in confidence, and the copper works were car- 
ried on in Frederick-town with great fecrefy—infomuch that a 
citizen hearing it rumored that they were for a Steam-engine, 
applied to fee them, but was refufed (as will be fhewn) and the 
matter fill remained a fecret until, as Governor Johnfon fays, 
“The defigned purpofe of the cylinder was a fubje& of pretty 
general converfation in Frederick-town”—Then during this in- 
terval of privacy, furely any map that fhould have conceived the 
fame idea and brought it forward to public view, ought to be 
entitled to the right and advantages of the difcovery—For all 
thefe confidential perfons, as I have already faid, might have 
died, and the world have loft the benefit—Let me confider the 
danger of admitting this new doétrine of claims—A man makes 
a valuable difcovery —he purfues it at a ‘great expence and pub- 
lifhes it to the world—a fett of men combining together fhall af- 
terwards come forth, fwear for each other, that they had been 
making the fame kind of engine, many months before, and bring 
proofs from refpectable charaéters, that they had /inted at the prac- 
ticability of fuch afcheme, even before their private experiments. 
Will any man of the leaft particle of underftanding allow, that 
this private work fhall be admitted to contain fuficient evidence 
to over{et the public works of a fair and open artift? Surely not 
——If it was once allowed, men would not be wanting to {wear 
away from the real inventor, the moft valuable difcoveries in the 
world.—All they would defire from the public claimant, would 
be, for him to fix'the earlieft date to his difcovery, and if it was 


20 or even 50 years back they would prove that they themfelves, 
thei: 
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theit fathers or grandiathers, or fome ditant friend, had com- 
municated it many years before.—There 1s no end to this kind 
of proof; and both reafon and law unite im defending the firft 
public difcoverer.— lt would be dangerous im the higheit degree 
to deviate from this rule—If Mrs. Rumfey did really in good 
faith and confcience intend to carry into execution, the fecret he 
communicated! to General Walhington, I can only fay he was 
unlucky in delaying it folong, as to let me, with my, fublequent 
difeoveries, come forward before him; what d.did was public—it 
was notorious to all, Virgima:and Maryland; and not a murmur 
was raifed againfi: me, nota fyllable uttered (that I ever heard) 
charging me) with interfering with Mr. Rumfey.——-The Affem- 
blies of Virginia and Maryland encouraged my:{cheme, and no- 
body told me I fhould interfere with him.—My petitions laid 
long before the Affembly of Virginia, and a law was ultimately 
pafled in my favour, without: objeciion or complaimt. Mr. .Rum- 
fey has infinuated that I-got my firft thought from Captain Be- 
dinger in Kentuckey,- who-went there in 1784—nay he goes fo 
far in-one place, as to fay, hhey** Was told do’’ and im anotier that 
s¢-Circumftances leave: little room to doubt-it.” I have already 
declared that Ihave not! been in, Kentuckey fince the year 1781% 
thus falls to the ground, -this part ot his. “ Plagiarifm”  aulega- 
tions.——-But I will fuggeft to him, that, it is much more pro- 
bable, that all dis determinations of beginning his Steam-engine, 
might have come io Aim in a much itraighter line, than trom 
Kentuckey to me. -Captain Bedinger is fo uncertain about the 
matter -of his ever having mentioned jieam in Kentuckey, that he 
only. fays, coldly, that he. “‘, believes”? he alfo mentioned “* that 
it worked by fteam.”? 1 will remind Mr. Rumfey, that I not only 
believe that I prefented my plan to Congrels, defore the time he 
pretends to have {poken to-Governor Johnfon about getting. cy- 
linders tor him, and Jdefore his copper works were befpoke, but 
the Files of Congrefs will prove, that in Auguft, 1785, I 
jaid my plan before them; and nobody will fuppofe it was a very 
indirect road from Congrefs to each of the United States., A 
very few days.after my plan was laid before them, Mr. Rumfey 
might have been furnifhed with a copy of it: and if any mem- 
ber of Congrefs thould know of fuch a tranfadion (certainly 
very innocent in itfelf) he will confer a great cbligation on me by 
communicating it.—But in Philadelphia it was public before it 
went to Congrefs, and long before Mr..Rumfey’s orders went to 
Frederick Town or Baltimore. I have a fair'right to fuppofe all 
thefe things, and Mr. Rumfey’s giving me no oppofition in my 
application for exclufive laws, and even permitting his law to 
expire in Pennfylvania, without trying to derive any benefit 
from it, amount to pofitive proof that he had no ferious thoughts 
about applying fteam until it was too late.—I promife him I ihall 
not be fo dilatory in exhibiting my beats in Virginia, COREE 
ably 





ODOC THs St pts Ot ir oy 










































(92) 


ably tomy law. Itruft to the goodnefs of my caufe and the 
honor and generating of my pounuap aad that I not only have 
a‘fubttantial right by exclufive laws, but by juitice and equity. 
The affidavits’‘from: William Afkew, N° 6, and i Henry Be- 
dinger, Ne: 7, to provetthat Mr. Rumfey’s ee ee is much fuperior 
to mine, 1s acknowledging on the part af Mr. Rumfey, that his 
pretenfions to the’ invention are but weakly founded. _However 
faulty my works might be, and however perfect his own, it would 
have no force in the determination of our title to the invention; 
but argues a with in him to gain an advantage on principles dif- 
ferent.from thofe:on which our difpute mutt be ultimately decided 
m the opinion of thesworld.—But even this pofition of Mr. Rum- 
fey’s I will not allow: for on a comparifon. of the velocity and 
bulk of both boats-and ithe force applied, it is evident that mine 
exceeded in the proportion of ‘more than two to-one. I hada 
bulk of. water to: remove equal to above 12 tons, whilft he had 
to contend with no more than 3 tons,.if I am rightly mformed; 
and our cylinders (os moving powers’) were nearly, if not quite 
equal: yetmy boat was urged forward with nearly the fame ve- 
locity of his boat;—-therefore, his mode hath hitherto no fuperi- 
ority. As to his.drawing water in at‘the bottom, and puthing 
it out at the ftern of a veilelj it is no new invention, but was 
long before prefented to the Philofophical Society at Philadel- 
phia. The thought came originally from France, of which I 
was acquainted before he befpoke any of his works for fteam, and 
contended the right of ufing itwith Mr. Arthur Donaldfon, in the 
beginning of 1786, before » the Atlembly of Punnéylwasiay as he 
attempted, at that time, to aflume the difcovery to himfelf. 


Noe 13, 


I well remember when Mr. Arthur Donaldfon propoted be- 
fore the committee of Affembly, a method of navigating boats 
by a {tream of water forced through by means ofa fteam engine; 
that you appeared to be acquainted with the principle, which was 
faid to be originally Dr. Franklin’s, and that you then declared 
it had been your intention to have made an experiment upon it, 

GEO. CL YM ER. 
Mr. John Fitch. 
May u7, 1788. 


In f{pite of all oppofition I was left in full poffeffion of that or 
anv other way Ichofe, provided I workéd by fteam, and no man 
can take it from me until my laws expire. I conceive we have 
by no means come to the greateft perfection of applying our 
power. JI am now trying an experiment, and the machine is 
ky finifhed, to propel a boat not by expelling water, but air 

nd i hope Mr..R umfey will allow that this isa anode peculiar to 
myfelf; 
























































(2 930) 
myfelf; but if he pleafes he will deny it and affert that he had pri- 
vately tried fome experiments to aflertain its practicability—I fur 
ther hope that the public will make great allowances for my not 
being more forward in my plans, efpecially when they confider the 
great difficulty of procuring proper workmen, together with the 
new and unexplored ground that I had to travel over, but hope 
fhortly that I fhall have it fo perfect as to give full fatisfaction of 
its utility. 

In Page 5, he afferts, that my boat will not be propelled at 
the rate of more than three miles per hour when no tide op- 
pofes: this affertion, I believe, will fhortly be proved both rath 
and envious: I can make her go not only three, but three times 
three. 

But as I have before mentioned, this is taking up the difpute 
upon different principles, than thofe Mr. Rumfey found neceflary 
to hold up to public view, viz. That he was the inventor of the 
{team-boat.—This leads me to confider the principles on which 
exclufive privileges are founded, agreeably to jultice and policy. 
If we have recourfe to the enlightened nations of Europe, and 
more efpecially to England, whofe laws refpecting the title to 
property are (with little and in fome cafes with no variation) 
in force among us, we fhall find that their laws imply that no 
fpecies of property ought to be held more facred than the pro- 
periy of inventions: for having their origin in the imagination 
of man, uncertain in their operations, and expenfively perplex- 
ing in experiment, it becomes neceflary to have fome mode efta- 
blifhed to fecure to the owner the full benefit of his invention, 
which might otherwife prove his ruin. To prevent which, juftice 
and good policy have pointed out'a remedy, and cultom has efta- 
blifhed it on a permanent bafis.—The inventor can claim no be- 
nefit from his thoughts or mventions, before he makes a public 
declaration of fuch invention in fome place of record eftablithed 
for fuch purpofes,—that is—he who invented and publifhed a 

team-Engine will have an exclulive right for a certain number of 
years for all fteam-engines: at the expiration of which, each im- 
prover has an undoubted right to the benefit of any improvement. 
On thefe principles he who firft invented and publifhed the idea 
of a fteam-boat, invefts himfelf with a fair and juft title to al 
{team-boats for a certain time, which in juftice and policy go- 
vernment is bound to fupport.—The ftate of Pennfylvania hath 
given her fentiments on.this head, and hath declared fuch to 
have been her explanation of the title to inventions by rejecting 
Mr. Arthur Donaldfon’s petition to have me confined to a certain 
mode of applying my power.—It was not the mode of ufing the 
force of fleam which had any merit in this invention; but, it was 
the idea of connecting /feam with navigation, that juftly claimed 
the public patronage as foon as that idea was made public, and 
the benefit of it applied for, 
[ fhall 
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i fhall now introduce the proofs I have promifed, and flow 
to the world ‘what degree. of credit and countenance ought to be 
iven to a man, who in order to deprive me of my juit rights, 
has brought forward evidences to {wear to facts which are totally 
falfe-—Y ou will fee. that tranfactions are antedated and a decepti- 
on intended, with a view both of: difgracmg and robbing me— 
Confident that grofs mifreprefentations had been made ufe of, L 
was at the expence and trouble of two journeys to Frederick- 
town in Maryland, the fcene of his operations, and there I was 
foon confirmed in my fufpicions that this plaufible pamphlet was 
built on falfehood, and that the patrons whom Mr.’ Rumfey’s 
addrefs has procured him in this city, have committed themfelves 
too unrefervedly to a ftranger. I now find the reafon of his fo 
long delaying to put in his clatim—it was that a period might 
elapfe fufficient for memory to be uncertain, and for facts to be 
tranfpofed in the order of time; the death of one of his principal 
workmen alfo rendered it probable that fome of his pretended 
proofs might be difficult to detect. A love of juftice has induc- 
ed a number of perfons to ftep forward and telftify inthe moft 
unequivocal manner that the works {worn by Mr. Rumfey’s evi- 
dences to have been finifhed the 1ft. December, 1785, were not 
begun until March following, when he mutt have been very fully 
poifeffed of a knowledge of my pretentions. 

The ten following certificates will prove fully the antedating. 
The affidavit of Frederick Tombough, Smith and partner otf 
Mr. Zimmer, the Copper-fmith in Frederick Town who made 
the copper work for Mr. Rumfey’s fteam-boat. 


J 


Ne htqd 

Maryland, Frederick County, April 18th. 1788. Then appear- 
ed before the fubfcriber, a jultice for faid ftate.and county, Fre- 
derick Tombough, aged about thirty-nme years, who being 
fworn on the holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, depofeth and 
fayeth, that fome time in March 1786, he, this deponent was in 
partnerfhip with Matthias Zimmers, now deceafed, in a black- 
fmith’s fhop, adjoining faid Zimmers’ copper-{mith’s {hop—and 
that he remembers two copper pipes being brought into his fhop 
by faid Zimmers to fix the feams—which pipes he was told were 
for Mr. Rumfey’s Steam boat—and further that he knew of no 
work being done in Mr. Zimmers’ {hop on account of faid boat 
previous to the time above mentioned. 

Sworn before 


‘ CEORGE SCOTT. 


The certificate of Mrs. Zimmers, widow of Mr. Zimmers, 
which is corroborated, and the time eftablifhed, by the next cer- 
tificate: 

TO6 we 
N° 15. 
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| INOS 
This may certify, that I the fubfcriber, wife to the late Matthias 
Zimmers, deceafed, have no accounts in my books fo as to affer- 
tain the time of Mr. Rumfey’s befpeaking his machinery for 
his Steam-boat, or as to.the time of his taking it away—but 
that Michael Baltzel turned works to finith the firft machinery 
faid Rumfey had of my hufband according to the beft of my 
knowledge.—As witnefs my hand, this 29th. April, 1788. 
ELIZAS ETH ZIM M ER's 


The certificate of Michael Baltzel, Turner, which eftablithes 
the time of Mrs. Zimmers’ fa&. 


NO 7G. 
Frederick-town, 19th. April, 1788. _ 
This may certify that I the fubferiber turned works for Mr. 
James Rumfey of Virginia, for his Steam-boat viz. a’ round 
piece of wood about 8 inches diameter and about 4 feet long, 
&c. to round his copper works upon—faid turning was done im 
March 1786. As witnefs my hand 


MICHAEL BAL TZ EI. 


The certificate of Mr. Jonathan: Morris, inn-keeper, which 
confirms the affertion in Governor Johnfon’s letter, that the 
“¢ Detigned purpofe of the cylinders was‘a fubje& of pretty ge- 
neral converfation” in Frederick Town, and therefore had it 
been prior to my petition to the aflembly of Maryland the mid- 
dle of December, 1785, Mr. Foy, the member of affembly. re- 
fident in that town muft have known it, and the houfe have re- 
ceived information from him, when probably they might have 
afligned other reafons for rejeGting my petition than mere bare- 
nefs of finances. It all the machinery was ready to put on 
board,-as Mr. Morrow ‘fwears,: on the ‘Tf, December, it nut 
have been a fa& notorious to the wholé town ;—but the following 
declatation fhows that fo-far from being on-board in Decentber, 
1785,’ it was fhut up'as'a {écret even fo late as the latter end of 
March following; fo that ‘this pretty general converfation,” 
which Governor Johnfon {peaks of, could not have happened 
until about this time, and all the evidences I produce confirm 
my aflertion, that Mr. Rumfey did not begin his ‘fteam-engine, 
until I had publifhed my plan all through Maryland and Virgi- 
nia.—The certificate is as follows: 


N° «747, 
Frederick-town 18th. April 1788. 
This may certify that I the fubfcriber was towards the latter 
end of March 1786, informed that Mr. Matthias Zimmers had 
D begun 
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begun fome machinery for Mr. Rumfey’s Steam boat—Accord- 
ingly I called on Mr. Zimmers to fee it, but was refufed the fight 
of it, as it was then retained as Mr. Rumfey’s fecret—but was 
informed that it was be; gun in the beginning of the fame month, 
this I declare to be the ‘truth as near as I can recolleci—As wit- 


hefs my hand 
JONATHAN MORRIS. 


The depofition of John Peters, who performed fuch parts of 
Mr. Rumfey’s machinery as were made of tin. 


No 78. 


Frederick County, Maryland, April 18th. 1788. 

I the fubfcriber was a journeyman and worked for Mr. Mat- 
thias Zimmers—-and began to work, in the-tin bufinefs, at the 
fame time Mr. Zimmers did begin the copper works for Mr. 
James. Rumfey, of Virginia, for his Steam boat, which faid 
coppers and tin works were begun in March, in the year 1786. 


JOHN PETERS. 


Sviorn ‘Before meé, JACOB YOUNG, one of the juftices 
for. Frederick county, Maryland. 


The depofition. of John Frymiller, who was apprentice to Mr. 
Zimmers at the timé he made the copper works for the fteam- 
engitie, {hewing not only that the works were begun and fin ithed 
i a {hop next to Mt. Tombou igh; but that no part of faid ma: 
chinery was begun defore the fprmg, 1786. 


NOs 2G. 
State of Maryland, Baltimore County. 

On this twenty+fixth day of April, in the year of our Lord orte 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty eight, before me the fubferiber 
one,of the juftices of the peace forthe county aforefaid, perfon- 
ally,appeared John. Frymiller of Baltimore town in faid county, 

“and made oath on. the holy Evangel ifts of Almighty God,. that 
i} during the time he was, an apprentice to the late-Mr. Matthias 
Zimmers of Frederick-town, in Frederick county and ftate afore- 
daid, deceafed, when he the faid Matthias*Zimmer made Mr. 
James Rumfey’s machinery for the Steam-boat—-That he, this 
deponent, did work at the faid James Rumifey’s machinery—That 
it was begun in the {pring of the year 1786, and.that no part of 
faid machinery was begun, before the fine above-mentioned by 
thefaid Zimmers, to the’beft of his knowledge—and further, that 
the {aid machinery was begun and finifhed in a fhop-adjoining 
Frederick ‘lombough’s {mith-{hop, (which faid Tombough Was, 
_as the deponent has been informed, in partnerfhip in the {fmith’s 
bufinels 

























































































Cyan). 
bufinefs at {aid time with faid Zimmers) in which faid Matthias 
"Ziramers had his copper-fmith’s fires for brazing &c. and further 
this deponent faith not. 
Sworn before me 


JOHN MOALE. 


The following certificate proves that Mr. Rumfey’s machinery 
was made by Mr. Zimmers, in Frederick ‘Town, in the {pring 
of 1786, their being but two Copper-fmiths in Frederick ‘Town, 
wiz. Metirs. Matthias Zimmers and Jofhua Minfhall, the certifier. 


NOS 20. 

This may certify, that I the fubfcriber, copper-fmith, have refided 
in this town about three years, during which time there has no 
copper-fmiths refided in the town except Mr. Matthias ‘Zimmers 
and myfelf and that I was knowing to Mr. Zimmers making 
copper works tor Mr. Rumfey’s Steam boat, and am of opinion 
it was late in the fpring or fummer before faid Rumfey took faid 
works from Mr.Zimmers in the year 1786. As witnefs my hand, 


29th. April 1788, at Frederick-town, Maryland. 
JOSHUA MINSHALL. 


The foregoing teftimonies, I prefume, will carry full convic- 
tion that Mr. Rumfey has thifted his dates, and has got two of 
his workmen to fwear to it—for Meds. Barns and Morrow, if 
they had confulted their accounts, muit have found that they 
had made a lapfe of a whole year at leaft, and that the Decem- 
ber, 1785, which they fpeak of muift have been December, 1786. 
__'The circumftance of being ftopped by the ice proves it to have 
been in the winter, and therefore muft inevitably have been in 
the winter of 1786. But this was too late a date to ferve their 
purpofe of fupplanting my claims and jutt rights, which I mean 
to maintain under the laws I have already obtained and have 
no doubt of fucceeding in my applications to the other affemblies 
when they come to fee my proofs and Mr. Rumfey’s falfe datings. 
He has mentioned the obtaining part of his works from Balti- 
more, where I can alfo fhew he has ufed the fame want of can- 
dor, and it will confirm the proofs from Frederick ‘Town. 

It appears the four large cocks for his {team-pipes and works, 
were befpoke of Chriftopher Raborg, in Baltimore, by,’ Mr. 
Barns, who, the better to conceal the “ defigned purpoie of the 
cylinders,” told him they were for the warm {prings in Virginia, 
—perhaps a little mental refervation might cover this deviation 
from faé.—But Mr. Raborg had no account thereof and could 
not give the time with precifion—though he believes they were 
made in the fall of 1785 5—the cerificates, N°: 20 and 21, which 
follow,. prove that the time was certainly in the {pring 1 786. As 
thefe certificates appear to refer only to cocks made for the warm 
fprings, 
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fprings, I had confiderable doubts about admitting them into my 
defence; becaufe Mr. Rumfey, on finding that I proved them to 
be made in March, 1786, might (if he pleated) adhere to Mr. 
Barns’s declaration of their being made for the warm {fprings 
and not for the {team-boat: But I am now happy in having a 
confirmation under Mr. Rumfey’s own hand, publifhed in Mr. 
Ofwald’s paper.of the tenth inftant, where he informs the public, 
«¢ Mr. Raborg was the perfon who undertook to make cocks for 
my {team boat, and by him I hall prove that they were finifhed 
at the time H€*mentioned to Mr. Fitch, viz. the fall of Ione 
Chriftopher Raborg’s certificate is as follows: 


N® ar. 

This may certify, that Mr. Jofeph Barns did befpeak of me 
four brafs cocks, which he faid were for the warm {prings ;— 
that being difappointed by my journeymen, I got them made by 
Mr. Charles Weir & Co.—faid cocks I do believe were made in 
the fall 1785, but have no charge made of them to affertain the 
time with precifion--this I affert, as witnefs my hand, at Baltimore, 
this 26th. day of April 1788, 

CHRIST. RABO Re 


The certificate of Charles Wier, who {peaks with tolerable 
certainty of the works being made in the {pring of 1786. 


NSehg 2s 

This may certify, that when I was in partnerfhip with [aac 
Cauften, I made four brafs cocks for Mr. Chriftopher Raborg, 
for which I received the money and charged myfelf with it— 
that my books are deftroyed and I cannot exaétly recollect the 
time of their being made, but am perfuaded it was early.in the 
{pring in the year 1786—this further may certify, that I never 
made the exact number of four cocks for faid Raborg, except 
only that one time. As witnefs my hand, at Baltimore, 26th. day 
of April 1788. 

CHARLES WEIR. 


The certificate of Ifaac Cauften, who afcertains upon good 
grounds that the faid work was done and charged on the 29th. 
March, 1786. 


INO= 29. 

This may certify, that I the fub{criber with my partner Charles 
Weir, made four brafs cocks for Mr. Chriftopher Raborg, and 
charged them on the partnerfhip account—faid book has fince 
been deftroyed, but from fome loofe papers [ found charged to 
Mr. Raborg on the Company’s account, on the 29th. March 
1786, four brats cocks, which with other accounts I have drawn 
out 
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out into my day book. Neither have I made the éxaét number of 


four cocks for him at any other time. In witnefs whereof I have 
hereunto fet my hand this 26th. day of April 1788 


BS ACG auch. EN, 


The reader will doubtlefs, on\an examination ofjthe two pam- 
phlets, perceive things in their true light, and that:-Mr. Rumfey 
made no pretence to ufe fteam till atter the farbutje of his boat 
on the principles exhibited at Bath, after I had noteomip invelted 
myfelf with an undoubted title, by exhibiting the invention to 
Congrefs in Augult, 1785, and had publifhed it to the ftates of 
Virginia and Maryland, who became virtually bound to fecure 
me the right. Mr. Rumfey profecuting. his works in fecret, and 
appearing at this late day, with antedated fadts, is a full proof 
that he had no claim to the invention, nor is there any one prin- 
ciple of law or equity, on which he can found his preten- 
fions. If he claims it on his thought Mr. Paine, Mr. Henry and 
Mr. Andrew Ellicott are long before him;—if on forming drafts 
without communicating them to the public, he mult acknowledge 
Mr. Henry’s priority: but if it is to be decided, as it certainly 
mutt, by the eflablifhed mode of public declaration on record, 
my title is indifputable. Being, therefure, certain of the ita- 
bility of my claim, founded on the modes eftablithed in juttice 
and policy, I have not a doubt but my country will fecure and 
protea the right fhe has fo deliberately granted to me. Under 
this fecurity I embarked my time, my fortune and reputation, 
and thus embarked, I am certain I have nothing to fear; but 
fhall depend with full confidence ona continuance of that juftice 
which is due to the rights of the citizen, and the honor of my 
country. 


JQ: HieNuialis el, Gudte 


Philadelphia, 10th. May, 1788. 


POSPSCRIFT. 
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“ INCE this'Pamphlet went to prefs a fecond edition of Mr. 

Rumafey’s.pamphlet has been printed in this city, in which 

a thort advertifement is prefixed and an extract of his own letter 
to General Wafhington which are as follow: 


PF Tl ORE RIED WF o's. OY cae rane aaa ee 


THE following pages are taken from a pamphlet publifhed in 
Virginia, to prove the author’s prior right of applying fteam, to 
propel boats, &c. as well as to eftablifh the principles on which 
he has done it, afew copies were then thought fufficient for that 
purpofe, but as: Mr. Fitch intends to anfwer the pamphlet, itis 
therefore neceflary to re-publifh as much of it as refpectssMr. 
Fitch, which is done with no other variation, from the origmal, 
than to correc a few.of the omitlions and mittakes that were 
introduced into the firft publication, from the hurry in which it 
was done, (as the author at that time could not attend the preis) 
and was circulated with an apology annexed to the pofteript, for 
the imperfection of the impreffion; of thefe corrections, perhaps 
Mr. Fitch may take fome notice, if he fhould, fuch part of the 
old pamphlet {hall be reprinted (verbatim) to convince the Pub- 
lic that the fubje@ has not been varied; but a little better ex- 
plained. The fophiftry in Mr. Fitch’s reply (thould it contain 
what he informs me it does) is evidently calculated to make im- 
preflions, unfavourable of me, on the Public mind, ‘and to 
wound the reputation of feveral refpectable characters, I] muft 
therefore beg the Public’s indulgence, to {ufpend their opinion 
for a few weeks, when I fhall have it in my power to lay before 
them fuch additional flatement of facts, fupported by fuch refpect- 
able teftimony, as will inconteftible prove the unjuitifiable iteps 
Mr. Fitch has taken, to deprive the author of his dicoveries, 
and to injure the reputation of fundry gentlemen. 

N°+ 31g. is added to this publication, it is part of a letter wrote 
by the editor to his excellency General Wathington, dated the 
tenth of March 1785, which will thew that the editor had fixed 
on a method of applying team to propel a boat before Mr. Fitch 
knew (from his own account of the matter) that fteam had ever 
been made ufe of for any purpofe whatever; how then is it poili- 
ble he fhould have the prior right to this difcovery? if it is afked, 
who made the moft promifing expeziment? it would be found 
that my experiments two years fince exceed the beft he has ever 
made; 

















































Cg 9 
made; mutt I then be deprived of my difcoveries, which are 
fubftantial, becaufe I endeavoured to keep them fecret until per- 
fected? juftice will hever fuifer it, I therefore with the gréatelt 
confidence look up tomy countrymen for their fupport, accor- 
ding to the merits of my caufe, and have the honor of fubferib- 
ing “ynyfelf their 
moft devoted humble fervant 
JAMES RUMSEY 
Philadelphia, May 7, 1788. 


- As to-his advertifement I have fully proved that he made no 
experiment on his boat with Steam two years ago, his machine- 
ry being at that time in Frederick- town—And his boat fo far 
exceeding mine, will alfo appear a wrong-aflertion as the greateft 
diftance he pretends to have propelled his fmall boat per hour is 
fourjmiles, and that appears to be.mere ideal: eflimation; _ 
my boat, by the fame force applied, I let out three miles and < 
quarter per hour by the log-line. Asuoust this is departing from 
the merits.of the difpute, but to convince the public of his ailerti- 
on on this head being abfurd, I fhall introduce certificates N° 
245 253 26.. As to his tequeft of fulpending the public opinion, 
I reft my caufe on folid and fait conclutions fcc from: his 
pamphlet, a very fafe and candid judgment may be formed of the 
merits of Mr. Rumfey’spretentions, it cra evident that all his 
falfé affertions and falfe dating will never prove that two and 
two are not four. 


INS 12 a5 
Thefe may certify, that the fub{criber has frequently feen Mir. 
Fitch’s Steam ‘boat, which with great labour and perieverance 
he has. at length compleated and has likewife been on board 
when. the boat was worked againft both wind and tide, with a 
very confiderable degree of velocity by the force of Steam only. 
Mr. Fitch’s merit in conftruding a good S Steam-engine and ap- 
plying it to fo ufeful a purpofe will no doubt meet With the. en- 
couragement he fo juitly deferves from, the generofity ot his 
ountr. ymen, e{peoially thofe who wih to promote every improve- 

aa of the uleful arts a America. 
DAVID, RIT TENHOUS #. 

Philadelphia, December 12th. 1787. 


N22. 2\c5 
Having alfo feen the boat urged by the force of Steam and 
having been on board of it when in motion, I concur in the 


above opinion of Mr. Fitch’s merits. 
JOHN EWENG. 


From 
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N°: 26. 


From the. well known force of Steam. I,was one of the firft 
ef thofe who encouraged Mr. Fitch’ to reduce his theory of a 
Steam-boat to praétife, in which he has fucceeded f; 


ar beyond my 
expectations. Iam now fully of opinion that Steam-boats may be 


made to anfwer valuable purpofes in facilitating the internal navi- 
gation of the United States, and that Mr. Fitch has great merit 
in applying a Steam engine to fo valuable a purpofe and entitled 
to every encouragement from his country and countrymen. 


ANDREW ELLICOTT, 
Phitadelphia, December + 3th: 178%, 


Copy of Mr. Rumfey’s Extrad, N°: 19- 


al whi following is ‘part of a letter, wrote by the editor, to his 


Excellency General Wathington, dated the roth. of March, 
1785. es | 


After mentioning that kind of machine for propelling boats 
which the General had feen a model of, I proceed to fay—« ] 
have taken the greateit pains to perfe@ another kind of boat, 
upon the principles L mentioned to you at Richmond in November laft, 
and have the pleafure to inform you that I have brought it to 
great perfection; it is true, it will cof fomething more than the 
other way, but, when in ufe, will be more manageable, and can 
be worked with as few hands; the power is immenfe—and J] 
have quite convinced myfelf that boats of paflage may be made 
to go againit the current of the Mififippi or Ohio rivers, or in 
the Gulf Stream from the Leeward to the i indward-Iflands\ from 
fixty to one hundred’ miles per day. I know this will ‘appear 
ftrange and improbable to many perfons, yet I am very certain 
it may be performed, befides, it is fimple (when underftood ) 
and is alfo ftrictly Philofophical. 

The principles of this boat I am very cautious not to explain, 
as it would be eafily executed by an ingenious perfon. 

The plan I mean to purfue, is to put both the machines on 
board of -boats * built on a large fcale, and then, Sir, if you 
would be kind enough to fee them make a@ual performances; ‘I 
fhould not doubt but the affembliés would allow me fomething 
handfome, which would be more advantageous to the public than 
to give me the exclufive right of ufing them. 


As 


* ‘There were two boats connected, in the model I exhibited at Bath in 


Q 


September 1787, which is the reafon I {peak of boats in the plural, as ex- 


periment had convinced me that a fingle boat would not fucceed on that 
principle, 


























































































Sack ae, 

As to the extract of his letter to General Wafhington of the 
tenth of March, 1785, it is nothing more than a declaration that 
he intended fomething ;—that even if it was fteam he meant to 
make ufe of, it was a profound fecret which he was then cau- 
tious not to explain. But let us take a view of this letter and 
I have no doubt, but from the very wording of it, skewer it will 
very clearly appear, that the utility of fteam (if that was what 
he meant to convey) was with him at that time very doubtful 
and upon which he could have no kind of dependance; and holding 
up the idea of fecrecy fo punctually, lea{t fome artift, more inge- 
nious than himfelf, fhould compleat a fteam-boat before him, 
fhews indubitably that he conceived it@f&an agent at a great dif- 
tance from him and upon which he had no reliance or from which 
the public could then expect no advantage, and indeed I am con- 
fident that his ideas of a fteam engine, (if any he had, which L 
much doubt) were very inferior to Mefirs. Henry’s, Ellicott’ss 
Pain’s; &c.-in thé year. 1778. but as no publication to the world 
took place by thétn; they are candid enough not to claim it as 
ah invention of theirs. But fhould I even go fo far as to admit 
he had thoughts of applying fteam, and that he intended exhibiting 
a ftéam-boat to General Wafhington, it was nothing more than an 
mtention he held in:fecret, on the roth. of March, 1785, and 
éven by his declarations to Governor Johnfon, if they were as 
éarly as October or November, 1785, he kept it then a fecret 
—nothing was imparted to the Pubitc, therefore nothing due 
from them. I had long before declared my intentions through 
Congrefs, arid thereby invefted myfelf with the indifputable title 
to my invention throughout the United States. Maryland and 
Virginia had virtually pledged the honor of their {tates to fe- 
cure me in this right.—Virginia has fince fupported that honor, 
by cheerfully pafling a law for that purpofe, and Maryland, I 
doubt not, as alfo other of the United States, will pay equal 
regard to juftice and policy. 


N. B. As the‘application of fteam'to veflels will undoubtedly 
aim the early attention of the world, as the leait ¢xpentfive 
avid fafeft mode of navigation,—I doubt not but the impartial 
public will yet, with pleafure, fecure inme thofe rights, for which” 
{eturity, had I applied on the fir exhibition of my fcheme, 
would have been granted without murmur or delay; but as a 
confidence in thé honor of my country, and a want of finance, 
were then the preventatives, the delay certainly will not oppe- 
rate now againft me; as the utility of the invention more clearly 
appears, and thereby the attention of my country more reaion- 
ably claimed. 


BR The 
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The following certificates were omitted in 
places. 


their proper 


Nor. 
J wy i 2 © e e 
r do certify, that Aas | was returning with John Fitch 
Nethamany meeting fome time in April, 17O8, 
recollect the time, when a gentleman 


from 
as near as I can 
: leé : and his wife pafled by. us 
in a riding chair; he immediately grew inattentive to what I faid. 
Some time after he informed me that at that inttant the firft idea 
of a fteam-boat ftruck his mind, 


» JAMES OGITS He 


N° 2, 
An Extra of a Letter from James Scout. 
Ww 


¥ou are defirous of knowing from me when the fir thought 
cf a Steam-boat came in your head; this I cannot tell,, but this 
you told me, that in the month of April, 1785, you was tra- 
velling down Street road in company with Mr, James Ogilbee 
and Mr. Sinton paffing you on Street road, that then the firft 
thought occurred to you. of a Steam-boat, and the month of 
May or June following you fhewed me a plan of your machine on 
paper, this truth | ihall feek no further teltimony to fupport; ’tig 
too generally known; let them that doubt it come and. hear 
more from 


Your humble Servant, 


JAMES “SCOUT. 
April 1 5th. 1788. 


No ox. 

This is to certify, that Mr. John Fitch called upon William 
Henry, Efquire, my late hufband in his life time, about two 
years and an half fince, when Mr. Fitch fhewed to him “drafts 
and a model of a machine how to_ propel a boat through the 
water: And further, that I have frequently heard Mr. Henry. 
applying fteam, as a-mean to urge boats through the water by 
force of it, and that he had propofed laying a model of a ma- 
chine, for that purpofe, before the Philofophical Society long 
before Mr. Fitch called upon him. 

Witnefs my hand, this 12th Day of May, 1788. 


eit, ANN HENRY. 
JNO. JOS. HENRY. 


Bel Tot ON. Pe 
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By a new conftructed Machine, for propelling Boats or Veffels; of 
any burthen, againft the moft rapid ftreams or rivers, with great 
velocity. Alfo, a Macuine, conflruded on _fimilar philofophical 
principles, by which water may be raifed for Grift or Saw- Mills, 
watering of Meadows, &ec. &e. 
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OF BERKELEY COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
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HOSE who have had the good fortune to difcover a 
new machine, or to make any material improvements 
on fuch as have been already difcovered, mutt lay 
their account to encounter innumerable difficulties ; 

they muft arm themfelves with patience to. abide difappoint- 
ments; to correct a thoufand imperfections (which the trying 
hand of experience alone can point out) to endure the {martin 
thafts of wit, and, whatis perhaps more intolerable than all the 
reft put together (on the leaft failure of any experiments) to bear 
up againift the heavy abufe and bitter feoffs of ill-natured igno- 
rance. ‘T’hefe never fail to reprefent the undertaker as an im- 
potter, and his motives the mof knavifh: Happy for him if he 
efcape with fo gentle an appellative as that of a madman. 

This is the fate of the unlucky projector, even in the cities of 
Europe, where every material is at his command,.and every 
artificer at his fervice. A candid public will then confider my 

A, fituation ; 











































fituation; thrown by hard fate beyond the mountains, and de. 
prived of every advantage which that grand mover, money, pros 
duces, they will eafily conceive how my difficulties have been 
multiplied, which is the only reafon of my not exhibiting my long 
promifed BOAT before this; and which I hope, will be a fufi- 
cient apology. Even now, thefe difficulties render my machinery 
very incomplete; but Mr. Fitch’s endeavouring to procure. pa- 
tents for his boat, (of which I fhall {peak hereafter) and having 
actually procured an exclufive right from two refpectable Aflem- 
blies, (who had granted me the fame in the year 1784.) Be- 
fore I was aware what he was about, I was neceflitated to ex- 
hibit, circumftanced as I was; and my machine, with all its 
misfortunes upon its head, is abundantly fufficient to prove my 
pofition; which was, “ That a boat might be fo conftruded, as 
to be propelled through the water at the rate of ten miles in an 
hour, by the, force of fleam; and that the machinery employed 
for that purpofe, might be fo fimple and cheap, as to reduce the 
price of freightage,-at leaft, one half in common navigation ; 
likewife, that it might be forced, by the fame machinery, with 
confiderable velocity, againit the conftant ftreams of long and 
rapid rivers. 

Such a machine I propofed to prepare, and fuch a boat to ex- 
hibit; this I have now fo far performed, in the prefence of fo 
many witnefles, and to the fatisfaction of fo many difinterefted 
gentlemen, as to convince the unprejudiced, and deprive even 
the {ceptic of his doubt. 

If the reader will) be pleafed to turn to the annexed certifi- 
cates, N° 1, 2, 3, he will be convinced. that on Monday, the 
3d. day of December laft, my boat was propelled with near half 
her burthen on board, again{t the current of Potowmack river, 
at the rate of three miles in an hour, notwithitanding the bad 
order the machinery was then in; and by the certificates, N° 4, 
and 5, on the eleventh of the fame month, by what little repairs 
I could give it, in a country where conveniences were not to be 
had, her progrefs againft the fame ftream was encreafed to four 
miles in an hour, with more than half her burthen on board. 
What additions may not be expected, if I am enabled, by the 
generofity of the different AffemBlies to perfect my plan? : 

In the month of September, 1784, I exhibited the model of 
a boat before his Excellency General Nafhington, at Bath, in 
Berkeley county, calculated for ftemming the currents of rapid 
rivers only, conftruéted on principles very different from my 
prefent one. Satisfied with the experiment of her making way 
again{t a rapid ftream, by the force of the faid fteam, the Ge- 
neral was pleafed to give me a moft ample certificate of her 
eficacy;, and though the great utility of fuch a boat will appear, 
if ever 2 fair trial fhould be made of it: and though at the time 
of my exhibition it was fully my intention to complete this boat, 


> - ™ 


yet, 
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yet, in the courfe of that fall and winter, I made ‘fuch progref 
in fome fteam engines, which I had long before con 

vould become of the greatelt confequence, atta YT pottponed it, 
cil experiments fhould determine whether the fteam engines 
eculd be reduced to fuch fimaplicity and cheapnefs, as to make 
them ot public benefit; not being certain of this! though per- 
fectly convinced ap the power, wast my only reafon for not men- 
tioning this feheme gH to the Generals ut. that exhibition; and 
I flattered myfelf this invention, if it aniwered my expectations, 
(the truth Etta Ci iis riments, have now eftablithed) would 
render my labours more extenfively aoe by being equally ap- 
plicable to {mall boats or veflels of the lay 0 fize, to fhallow 
an d rapid rivers or the deepell and roughelt feas, (indeed, in 
large veflels, compared with the value of th aetuiawe, he 
expence of the machinery proportionally abiree tts Ll‘ applied 
myfelf with unremitted’ attention. to porfea my {team 


and made fuch progrefs in that fall and the enfuing {pring, that 


my experiments aflured me the perfection of fuch a “machine was 
within my teaciie. vb tueretore wrote to General Waihington, 
the toth of March 1785, that Ti pat applying both 


wel . 
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vellcls, 


powers 
to a boat built after the model o ne the one He faw “at’ Bath; but 
as the difadvantac ges before mentione a fill remained, and as P 
could gain truth only by 

delays were produced dt though: my diltrefles were. greatly 
encreated thereby, I bore the peltinge of ignorance and ill-nature 
with all refienation, until ‘; was informéd fome. dark affafing 
had indeavoured to wound the reputation of 


y ye ve XT periments, incre ed } ble 
. 
3 


c 


Le 


f his Excellency ys and 
the other ge ntlemen who faw my exhibition at Bath, for giving 


aHG a. €e rtificate. The reHections ore thote wor th Vi genile men 


gave me inexprefiible uneatinefs, and I fhould certainly have 
quitted my f{team-encires, ‘though i in great forwardnels, < ane haye 


produced the boat for which I had obtained the certificate, for 


their juftification and my own, had nota Mr sab itch came out'at 


this critical minute with his fte: am-boat, aflerting, that “he was 
the firft inventor of fteam, and that T hid: gotten what fimall 


7 7 


knowledge I had from him, but that I had not ¢ the effentials (vide 
ING 18). There was no time to loofe,‘ for had I ¢ Jelayed a mo- 
ment, all my time, which was feveral years with the clofeft at- 
eee all my expences, which had been very great, to the moft 
of all I had, w ould have been irrecov rably ioe: befides, had 
T exhibited my firft boat, it would have fee con firued into. an 
acknowledgment of Mr. Fitch’s affertion, by producing a boat 
vith which fleam had nothin; x todo. Thefe con fiderations com- 
pelled me to purlue the perfecting my fteam-engines with increaf- 
ed ardor, and happy am I to inform the p ublic, they < re 


uty e now 
fo far completed, as to manifeft their valuable purpotes for the 


navigations before- -mentioned, applicable to veflels of all dimen- 
+ ‘ | + & 
Hons, equal to forcing boats by the affilance of poles, worke 


by 


mitUeearedeser 
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by the fame ie at again{t any rapid the fame boats can with 
fafety come down; and, for railing water, for grift or faw-mills 
watering esti or purpofes of agriculture, cheaper than 
races can be dug of any confiderable ‘diftance, or dams made, 
whilft Mr. Fitch is praying the different Afflemblies for four 
years longer to perfect-his hing, not to mention the enormous 
difference "there is in weig t, machinery and expences, between 
his teamisGneue and mine, (to be fatisfied in this particular, : the 
reader will be pleated to turn to the annexed papers, N°: 6 and 7.) 

Leait it fhould be fuggeited that I borrowed my principles of 
Mr. Fitch (though I believe the fac to be exactly the reverfe) 
I have been at the pains to prove inconteftibly, that my idea of 
a boat to be worked by fteam, was a confiderable time before 
his, and that my idea had been mentioned at Kentuckey, (from 
whence, I am told, he brought his) by a gentleman to whom 
I communicated it, previous to his departure for that country. 
For the former, the reader will be pleafed to refer to the annex- 
ed affidavits, N° 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and to a paragraph from 
his Excellency Gen aa Wathington’s letter, in anfwer to mine, 
of the tenth ot March, 1785, ‘N°: 13, and. to Govenor John- 
fon’s letter, N°- 14, for the latter (that is, of my mtentions 
being mentioned at. Kentuckey,) to Mr. Michael Bedinger’s 
afidavit, No. 15. 

Ihave been unavoidably led to mention Mr. Fitch for my 
own juil BCAHOR, and to prove my prior right to the fteam inven- 
tion, and I thould have faid no more,: but let experience deter- 
mine whole principles are foundeft, had not Mr. Fitch, equaliy 
void of decency and truth, afferted «* I:got what fmall know- 
ledge Ihave of {team boats from him.” N° 18. By the re- 
{pectable teitimony of his Excellency General Wafhington, N° 
13; by Governor John fon, No. 14, and by certificates and affi- 
davies of many other gentlemen, hereunto annexed, I prove 
my idea was nearly-maturated, before fteam had ever entered 
his imagination, by his own confeflion to Governor Johnfon; 
nor was my priority unknown to Mr. Fitch, for General Wath- 
ington informed him, ‘* though he thought himfelf not at liberty 
to difclofe my principles, yet he would affure him his thought 
was not original, and that I had mentioned the application of 
{team to him before,” (No. 14) and therefore he declined giv- 
ino Mr. Fitch an introductory letter tothe Affembly of Virginia. 
What ee can the public put in the promifes of a man, 
who has knowingly and unprovokedly (for I never faw Mr. Fitch) 
reated an individual fo unv vorthily. Now I.can, with truth 
affure the publi lic, that Mr. Fitch’s boat, fo loaded with machi- 
nery, comple xity. and expence, (granting his machine all the 
properties he aferibed to it in his publication) can never be ufe- 
ful; becaufe, his powers, by his own fhewing, allowing for fric- 
tions and the neceflary flipping of his paddles through the “gare 
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will not propel his boat, at the rate of more than ¢4ree miles in 
an hour, where no current oppofes. 

If Mr. Fitch did get his firft idea of a fteam boat, from what 
Captain Bedinger faid refpe&ing mine, at Kentuckey, (which 
circumftances leave. little room to doubt) and thought himfelf 
wwhified in making an application to his own advantage,. as it 
was not delivered to him in confidence, furely nothing can be 
{aid in his defence, for endeavouring to rob the firft inventor of 
his right, and, by. changing perfons with him, to transfer the 
odium of plagiarifm from himfelf to the. real proprietor. 

Butit is aftonifhing what latitude fome men will give themfelves, 
for the wickednefs of a certain , 1s, L think, without 
parallel. In or about the month of June, 1787, this Mr. 
informed me he had invented a machine to raife water, by the 
aétion of that water alone; that he was preparing a number of 
wheels, and other things for perfecting his machine, and begged 
to know my opinion of it; at the fame time making the utmoft 
profeflions of fecrecy and friend{hip.  ‘T'o fave him the expence 
of preparing materials for a machine, which muit, from the na- 
tuxe of things, prove abortive, without enquiring into his plan, 
I convinced him, by explaining great part of mine, of the im- 
pofubility of his fuccefs. Having, by his profeflions, and all 
outward fhews of religion gained fo much of my confidence and 
fecret; he foon after removed himfelf to. Baltimore, where he 
caufed a machine to be made on the out-work of my- principles 
(though very imperfect, for he was not entrufted with fome of 
the moft material parts) which he exhibited to view, and had the 
audacity to petition the Maryland Affembly to give him an ex- 
clufive right for the emoluments of another’s invention, fo fur- 
reptitioufly obtained; but he received the denial he fo juftly me- 

rited. ‘The reader will be pleafed to perufe N° 16 and 17, 
hereunto annexed, for the whole of this pitiful tranfaction, 











The following Expranation will give a general idea of the 
principles by which ,/feam a&ts on my boat. Accurate calcu- 
lations of the particular powers, feem not neceflary here to 
be given. 


In the bottom of the boat, where a kelfon fhould be, there 
is-a trunk 36 feet long; the after end is open, and terminates at 
the ftern poft; the other end is clofed, and the whole trunk, ac- 
cording to its dimenfions, occupies about three-fourth parts of 
the length of the boat. On the clofed end of this trunk ftands 
a cylinder, two and a half feet long, from this cylinder there is 
a communication into the trunk, which lets water pafs freely 
from the cylinder to the trunk, through which it is difcharged 
by the ftern. ‘There is another communication from the bottom 
of the cylinder, by a tube or pipe, to the river or water under 
the 





Oe ee 
the boat; on the top of this tube, and within the cylinder, there 
sa valve to admit the water from the river into the cylinder; it 
ikewile prevents it from returning again the fame way. On the 
op of this cylinder there flands another of the fame length, and 
8 fixed to the under one by fcrews; each of thefe cylinders have 
a puton made tight, which work up and down with very little 
friction; thefe piltons are conneéted. with each other by a fmooth 
bolt, (they being well ferewed to its ends) pafling through the 
bottom of the upper cylinder; the lower cylinder acts as.a pump, 
which draws water from the river through the tube and valve 
betore defcribed; the return of the pilton forces it through the 
trunk, before-mentioned, and-out near the ftern ot the boat. 
Che upper cylinder as as.a iteam-e gine, ‘and receives its fteam 
from a boiler under its pifton, which pilton is then carried up to 
the top of the cylinder by the team; at'the fame time, the pif 
ton ot the lower cylinder is brought up to its top, from its con- 
nection with the upper pifton, by the aforefaid bolt; at’whith 
time they {hut up the communication from the beiler, and open 
another to difcharge the fteam for condeniation; ‘by this means 
the atmoifphere aés upon the ‘pitton of the upper cylinder, and 
its, force. is conveyed to the pilton in the lower cylinder, by the 
aforéfaid connecting bolt; which forces the water, then in the 
lower cylinder, through the trunk, with confiderable velocity’; 
the re-action whereof,on the other end of the trunk, is the 
power which drives the boat forward. 


‘ 
i 
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A 
} 


Lo prove the Ufe of the Trunk. 


Tis well known that any heavy body falling near the earth, 
will pafs through a fpace of about fifteen feet in the firft fe- 
cond of time; if the fame body was ated upon in a horizontal 
direction, by an impulfe equal to its weight, it would move in 
that direction the fame diftance in an equal time; it follows then, 
that the water in the trunk, will havé the effea proportionable 
to its weight, of retarding the water from being difcharged 
from the cylinder in too thort a time; to prevent the water, 
which after the ftroke, moves rapidly out of the trunk, from 
retarding the forward motion of the boat, by its velocity. 

There is a valve near the cylinder, on the top of the trunk, 
to admit air, which follows the water that is In motion; and 
gives time for the water to rife gradually into the trunk through 
valves, at its bottom, for that purpofe; this water has little or 
no motion with refpeé to the boat, and is therefore capable of 
refifting the next ftroke of the engine. 

Thus I have laid the orinciples of my boat before the public, 
and'can affure them, by the wonderful force of fteam, iffuing in 
incredible quantities, from an entirely new conftruéted boiler, 
no doubt remains, but all the advantages which I have before- 


mentioned, 
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mentioned, both with refpe& to navigation and the raifing of 


water, will be produced... The one Theos actually proved, by 
a loaded boat being propelled again{t a ftream with the velocity 
of four miles in an Th our, in the prefence and to the great fatit 
faction of numerous Ipectators, and the other by models now 
ready to be produced, which admit not of contradiction. 

If the public think thefe inventions, which mult Be productive 
of the greatelt ufefulnefs, worthy their aaa cannot ie ar 
but an exclufive right will be granted me by the differer it Affem- 
blies of the United States, for a given number of years, which 
they fhall think right, for the erecting thefe machines 0 of my own 
invention, to compenfate mie for the. trouble, for the time, for 
the expence and for the fatigue which they have coit me. 

If a committee of experimental philofophers fhould be appoint- 
ed in each ftate, to examine me, it would give me infinite plea- 
fure to attend, and convince them of the practicability of all I 
have propoled; of the fimplicity of my machines, and! of the 
fmallnefs of their expence. 

Iam with great Apnea 
the Public’s moft devote 
and obedient humble fervant, 


JAMES RUMSEY. 
Berkeley County, Virginia, January 1, 1788. 
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Berkeley County, ff. 


FE, the fubfcribers, Juftices of the Peace for the county 
aforefaid, do certify, that the annexed affidavits, cer- 
tificates and extracts of letters have been examined by us, and 
are true copies from the originals. 
FIONN, RCA Ov teeis Y 5 
December 28, 1787. CA Oe NUM ih ie 


Virginia, Berkeley County, ff 


I, Moses Hunrea, Clerk of the faid county, 
do hereby certify, that John, Kearfley and Cato 
fo ng “Moore, Gentlemen, who have fubfcribed the 
; R above certificate, were at that og and fill 
& L. S. \ are, Juttices of the Peace for faid county, and 
‘S that all due faith and credit is and ought to be 
ad given to all probates by them fo fi fGen: as well 
it Juftice Courts as thereout. in telt mony 
whereof, J have hereunto fet my han ei and 
affixed the feal of the faid county, this 29th. 

day of December, 1787. 
MOSES HUNTER. 
CR PR 
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N° “7. 


Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 

N Monday, December 3, 1787, I was requefted to fee an 
experiment on Potowmack river, made by Mr, James 
Rumsey’s Steam Boat, and had no {mall pleafure to fee her get 
on her way, with near half her burthen on board, and move 
again{t the current at the rate of three miles per hour, by the 
force of fteam, without any externdl application whatever. I 
am. well informed, and verily believe, that the machine at pre- 
{ent is very imperfect, and by no means capable of performing 
what it would do if completed: I have not the leaft doubt but 
it may be brought into common and beneficial ufe, and be of 
advantage to all navigations, as the machine is fimple, light and 
cheap, and will be exceedingly durable, and does not occupy a 

{pace in the boat of more than four feet by,two and a half, 

HORATIA’ GATES, 

Late Major General in the Continental Army. 


gar 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 

On Monday, December 3, 1787, I was requefted to fee an 
experiment on Potowmack river, made by Mr. James Rumsty’s 
Steam Boat, and had no {mall pleafure to fee her get under way 
with near half her burthen on board, and move againit the cur- 
rent at the rate of three miles per hour, by the force of fteam, 
without any external application whatever: I am well informed, 
and do verily believe, that the machine at prefent is very imper- 
fect, and by no means capable of performing what it would do 
if completed: I have not the leaft doubt but it may be brought 
ito common and beneficial ufe, and be of great advantage to 
all navigations, as the machine is fimple, light and cheap, and 
will be exceedingly durable, and does not occupy a fpace in the 
boat more than four feet by two and a half. 

ROBERT STUBBS, 
Teacher of the Academy in Shepherd’ s-T own. 


Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 

The Rev. Robert Stubbs, Gent. Teacher of the Academy 
at Shepherd’s-Town, acknowledged before us, magiftrates for 
faid county, that he did fubfcribe the above writing. 

Given under our hands, 14th. Dec. 1787. 

CATO MOORE, 
JOTLN KBAR S Tier. 


N°: 3. 


(9 


<7 NYO« ef 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff. | 
Being requefted to fee an experiment made by Mr. James 
Rumsey’s Steam.Boat, on Potowmack tiver;.on ‘Monday, the 
ad. of Decembei; 1787,3 it was-with great) pleaftre that: we 
fawcher: get under:iway, with two:tons on ‘board,’ exclufive of 
her machmery, and: move againit the current/at the rate of three 
smiles ait hour, by ithe force of fteam,; without any external ap- 
-plication whatever: We are: welk. informed, and believe; ‘that 
the machinery at prefent is very imperfect; ‘and .by, no: means 
capable bf performing’ whdt it would do if completed. We are 
perfuaded it ‘may be brought into common and beneficial ufe, 
and be of great advantage to all navigations, as the machine is 
fimple, light and cheap, and does not occupy a {pace in the boat 
of more than four fect by two and a half. 


ABRAHAM SHEPHERI JOHN. MORROW; 
/ WILLIAM BRICEy.: « BENRY BEDINGER, 
DAVID GRAY; sth )) «f@FHQOMAS WHITE: 1 


CHARLES MO RROW, 


Berkeley County, Vir. Lf jag “tiie f 

'Pérfonally appeared before ts, John Kear ‘ley and Cato Moore, 
Juftices ‘of ‘the Peace’ for the county’ atorefaid, the fundry fub- 
{eribers ‘to the: above ¢ertificate, who ‘are’ all ‘gentlemen of repu- 
tation, ‘and’t ae fippoted to be eprpe cent judges of what they 
have fet forth,’ and’ they acknowledge the fame to be their volun- 
‘tary acs we were > Tikewife prefent ‘at the exhibition, and certify 
the troEH GE EY ABOVE cebtiBcdite! 

* Giy n. nder our ‘hands this 13th. of December, 1789. 


of aE TORN KEARSLEY, 
afte fe CATO MOORE. 


N° Ae 
Betbeley Gounty,>Virs fier iad 

Being :requeited to attend an eabennen mode | by" Mr. Heaek 
“Rumssy with his Steam: Boat, om Potowmask:- river, ow fuel: 
day the fnith.day af Dedember, 1787, at: was with great :plea- 
fure we faw her advancevagain{t the current;i with about three 
tons’on beard, at the rate of four miles: an hour, without an 
oar, or any thing but the’ force of fteam, either to generate or 
affift the miotion-—if the.mathinery had been in sood order, we 
have reafon to believe, fhe would have gone ‘much faiters; and 
as the machine is light and cheap, we are well perfuaded that 
it may be of great a advantage i in navigation... 


MOSES, HOGE, iv BEN TEM (‘SWEARINGE 
CORNEL. WYNKOOP, JOHN MORROW, 
JOHN MARK, JOS: SWEARING. 

NecB. 
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N. B. We think the machinery does not we igh more than fix 


or feven hundred weight, and is not. included in the. burthen 
mentioned above. 


Berkeley County, Vir. fi . 
Perfonally appeared before us,: two of the Juftices of the 
‘Peace for the county aforefaid, the fundr ry tubfcribers to the 
above certificate, who are all gentlemen of reputation, and by 
us fuppofed to be competent judges of «what-they have fet forth; 
and they acknowledge the fame to be their voluntary. act. De- 
cember eg ik 


1o +) 


C AT OniMs O70; Rds 
JOTIN «KEARSE: 


Seite: 
Berkeley County, Vir f- 

Being: requéfted to fee an, experiment made ne Mr. James 
-Rumsry’s. Steam Boat, on Potowmack river, on Thurfday the 
rith. of. December;.1787, it was with great pleafure that we 
faw her get under way, with upwards-of three tons on board, 
and move again{t the current at the rate-of four-miles an hour, 
by, the force of fieam, without any external application what- 
ever: We are well informed, and _believe,, that the machinery 
at prefent is very imper fect, and by no means capable of pertorm- 
ing what it would do if completed; we are perfuaded that tt 
ma‘ y be brought mto common and beneficial, ufe, and be of great 
advantage to. navigation, as the machine as fimple, light and 
cheap, and does not occupy adpace of more. than four feet, by 
two and a half. 

CHARLES MORROW, ABRA. SHES PHERD, 
THOMAS WHITE, HENRY REBINGER 
ROBERT STUBBS, 


Berkeley County, Vir. ff. 

Perfonally appeared before us, two of the Juftices of the. Peace 
for the county aforefaid,:the fundry {ub{fcribers tothe above cer- 
tificate; who are.all gentlemen of reputation, and by us fappofed 
to be competent judges of what they have fet forth, and they ace 
knowledge the fame to be their voluntary a&t.'  - 

Given under our hands, this 14th. December, 1787. 


CAT OJMOOREp ose 
JOHN KEARSLEY. 
feds by ides Naess cae 


Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 

The Affidavit of Wittiam Askew, of Berkeley county, and 
{tate of Virginia, fheweth, That he was in the city of Philadel- 
phia, as well as he remembers, in the month of September lait, 
When he had an opportunity of feeing what is called the Steam- 

Boat 
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Boat, faid to be conftructed’by Mr. Fircn; on taking a view 
of which boat, (and from the information of a gentleman, who 
appeared to be concerned in the faid machine) this dleponent is 
of opinion, that the boiler will hold five hundred galions of 
water, F’rom-what he was informed, by the gentleman afore- 
faid, and from his own view, his opinion is, that the machinery 


of Mr. Fircu’s Boat, on a moderate. calculation, will,: on its, 
prefent conitruction weigh feven tons, exclufive of the quantity 


of wood neceflarv for the boiler. This. deponent further faith, 


that he verily believes the machinery of Mr. Fircu’s fteam-boat ; 


mutt necetiay ily coft three hundred pounds.-—This deponent hath 
lately feen the tteam-boat conftructed by Mr... Jamzs Rumsey, 
of Berkeley county, Virginia, and believes from good i informa- 
tion, as well as his own opmion on examination, that, Mr. 
Rumsety’s {team machinery will not, on its prefent py ee 
weigh more than eight hundred pounds and may be worked with 
a very inconfiderable quantity of wood, or coals, perhaps not 
more coals in, twelve hours that four bufhels; and that Mr. 
Rumsey’s: boiler need have no more water, at one time, than 
one pint, or perhaps not fo much, to. keep. the machinery in 
fufiicient motion to {tem the itream of a river, fufficiently fait 
to.be fafe with a cargo of goods. This deponent is well con- 
vinced that the whole of Mr. Rumszy’s machinery may be 
made for twenty pounds, nor will it occupy more room in a 
boat that four barrels of flour. 


Berkeley County, Vir. ff. 

This: day Mr. Wittiam Askew came before me, and made 
oath, that the above teltimony as far as came within his own 
knowledge, is true, and {fo he believes is the information he re- 
eerved from others. Sworn before me, December 8th, 1787. 


JAMES WILSON. 


Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 
‘To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

On application of Mr. James Rumsey and fundry other gen- 
tlemen, requefting my opinion, whether Mr. Fircy’s or Mr. 
Rumsry’s Steam Boat, agreeably to the preient different plans 
ef working each boat, would be of the greateit public utility; 
Ihave, at their importunities, confented, (as faras my know- 
ledge of the matter will admit) to give my opinion, without re- 
ferve, to the beft of my judgment; pill as | have feen both Mr. 
Fircu’s and Mr. Rinsuy! s fteam-boats, with the machinery, 
or at leaft fo much thereof as could be obferved, by a common 
examination, I prefume that Mr. Rumsey’s plan is much the 
mott elegible, fimple and practicable. Mr. Fircn’s machinery 
appears bulky, weighty and complicated, an little room in 
the boat in which I faw it for loading. The weight of the whole 
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(aa) 
apparatus I fuppofe to be five tons—-whereas the whole’ of “Mr. 
Rwumsry’s machinery, at the time of exhibiting publicly, with: 
every apparatus complete, sive not weigh more than five hun- 
dred pounds. 

It is obvious, therefore, dae a machine weighing one twenti- 
eth only, and of {mall lize, comparative with the other, and by 
many degr ees lefs complicated, muit’ prove of the greateft pub- 
lic utility, and: will be practifed in preference to the other. 

of do therefor give it as my epIon, that Mr. Rumsey’s plan 
is to be preferred'to Mr. Frrcn’s. 

Given under’ my hand} at Shepherdstown, this 6th. day 

of December, 1787. — 
HENRY DED INGE Ry’ 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff. 

Captain Henry Bedinger acknowledged before us, Magil- 

trates for the faid county, that he fubfcribed the above writing. 
Given under our hands, this 'rgth. day of Dec. 1787. 


CATO MOR E; 
pi Nia JOHN KEARSLEY; 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 4 
We, the fubferibers, have been long acquainted with ‘the’ 
Within mentioned Capt. Henry Bibincer, and have ever found’ 


him a worthy honeft gentleman. 


MORATIC GATES, ' “CHARLES MORROW, 
THOMAS WHITE, JOHN MARK, 
JOHN MORROW, ROBERT STUBBS; 


BENONI SWEARINGEN, JOS. SWEARINGEN, 

ABRAHAM: SHEPHERD, JOHN KEARSLEY. 
December 14, 1787. 

Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 

’ The above gentlemen, who are all of good fame, fubfcribed 
the above dertificate in my prefence. Given under my hand, 
this 14th. December, 1787. 

CATO TM OORE. 
N°: 8 
Ber age County, Vir ffs 

This day came routs Roores, before me, one of the Jué 
tices of the Peace for the county a aforefaid, and made oath, that 
Mr... James, Rumsty mformed: him, im the year 1784, thathe 
was bodies Sting a boat to. work: with team, and the faid George 
has heard, sey verily believes, that the faidMr. Rumsey, from 
the timie:of his léaving- the agency of the Potowmacki Company, 
has puriued his, mtention of perfecting his fteam-engine for that 
purpoie with unremitted attention, which the faid George i is in- 
formed:is now in great forwardnefs.; Given under my hand, 
this 24th. day of November, 1787. 

WILLIAM LITTLE. 
N° 9g. 





Ass SEP) 
tN O« 9. 


Berkeley County, Vire ff: \ 
This day came Mr. Cuarves Morrow, before: mé, one of 
the Jufticés of the Peace for the faid county, and. made oath, 
that «in the beginning of the year 1785, Mr. JAmes Rumsey 
told him; that by making ufe of fteam he could taife WATER 
for Mitts, and that he would do it as foon ashe had-compieted 
his {teana-boats 


CHARLES MORROW. 


Sworn to, and fubfcribed\ before me, this 13th of December, 
1787. | aa ene ) 
ith . JOHN KREARSLEY. 


Gili Ss H ; N° 10. 
Berkeley County, Vire ff: a 

This’ day’ came’ Nrcuoras Oxricx, before me, one of the 
Juftices of the Peace for the county aforefaid, and made oath, 
that Mr. James Rumsey informed him, in the year 1784, that 
he was projeGting a boat to work with fteam, aud that he the 
{aid Nicholas doth know that the faid Mr. Rumszy from that 
time has purfued his intention of perfe@ing his fteam-engine for 
that purpofe, and'the faid Nicholas has been on board of the 
faid Rumszy’s boat, when going by the power of fteam, and 
has reafon to believe it may anfwer a valuable purpofe when com- 
pleted. Given under my hand; ‘this 24th. day of November, 
1787. : 

WEEE TAME TTT LE, 


Revie: 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff. 

This day came Cuarcrs’ Morrow, before me, one of the 
Tuftices of the Peace for the aforefaid county, and made oath, 
‘hat in the courfe of the fummer 1785, Mr. James Rumsey 
had a boat built near the town of Bath; that early in the fall he 
had her brought down the river to Shepherd’s-Town, and fhortly 
after Mr. JoserH Barns was fent to Baltimore, in order to 
have fome machinery caft; that he then underftood the boat was 
to be propelled by fteam; that fhortly after Mr. Barns returned. 
from Baltimore he was fent to Frederick-T’own, in order to have 
forne other things made, agreeable to Mr. Rumsey’s directions, 
and thinks he retarned from thence about the middle of Novem- 
ber;' that the: faid Charles then faw the machinery Mr. Barns 
had got made, viz. a, boiler, two cylenders, pumps, Pipes; &c. 
[hat about the firft of December it appeared to the faid Charles, 
thatithe whole of the machinery was ready to be fixed to the 
boat; which came down to the Falls of Shanadoah for experi- 
ment, but the ice then commencing prevented it for the winter. 
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Cm ) 
That in the winter Mr. Rumsry'told him he had made fundry 
mmprovements; in particular, that he had invented an entirely 
new con{tructed boiler; that the faid Rumfey fent to a forge for 
iron, and fet two {miths to work, with dire@ions how to 
make its; but:when it was ready to be put together, he found, 
upon examination, that the workmanfhip was fo badly executed, 
that it would not anfwer the purpofe; he therefore concluded to 
try an experiment with his old boiler; and the faid Charles fays, 
that Mr. Barns (Mr. Rumfey’s princtpal mechanic) continued 
during the winter to execute the different improvements Mr. 
Rumstry had made; in the ipring, 1786, the machinery was put 
on the boat, and the firft trial made, the faid Charles being on. 
board; that fhe went again{t the current until the team eicaped, 
by the then imperfeétnefs of the machine. Upon an experiment 
made with the new boiler, the heat of the fteam was fo greatly 
increafed, that it. diflolved the {oft folder; which had’ been 
thought, and before had proved, fuflicient for cementing the 
fundry parts of fuch machines; and as hard folder was obliged 
to be ufed in the repairs, delays were neceilarily created. » July, 
1787, Mr. Rumfey had his new conftruéed boiler repaired, 
which he, the faid Charles, conceivés to be the mott capital con- 
trivance to make fteam that can be invented; for when the ma- 
chine is not at work, the whiftling of the fteam may be heard at 
leaft half a mile; and he is convinced that it does not hold more 
than three gallons of water; and the faid Charles further faith, 
that Mr. Rumfey has for feveral years {teadily purfued his boat 
{cheme, to the total neglect of every other kind of bufinefs which 
has very confiderably injured his circumttances, having Mr. 
Barns employed at five pounds per month, fince the year eighty- 
five; and that he conceives the boat to be now near her comple- 
tion: And the faid Charles has not a doubt but Mr, Rumfey is 
equal to the talk of making her perform according to his original 
pofition, 2 
CHARLES.MORROW. 
Sworn to and fubfcribed before me, December 8th. 1787. 


JOHN KEARSLEY. 


INO*: 3 22 
Berkeley County, Vir. WS 

This day came Jofeph Barns before me, one of the Juftices 
ef the Peace for the faid county, and made oath, that he was 
employed by Mr. James Rumfey, in May, 1785, to build a 
boat on Potowmack river, near the town of Bath, and that he 
was then informed by tlie faid Rumfey, that the boat, when 
finifhed, was to be propelled by fteam, and that he had built the 
boat foon after (he thinks in September) he went, by the requett 
of Mr. Rumfey, to Baltimore, to get fome machinary catt for 
the boat; and in O&cober and November, in Frederick town, he 


got, 
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wit, all the other machinery made for an experiment by fteam:. 
in. December it was put on the boat, at Shanandoah Falls, but 
before it could be got-ready for trial, the ice began to drive, 
which prevented it: ‘Alfo, that Mr. Rumfey, during the winter, 
invented his new conitructed boiler, and had it mdde ready to 
put together before the {pring, but it was fo badly executed, 
that he declined making the experiment with it, but propofed te 
try his eld boiler: Accordingly, in April, 1786, the experi- 
ment was made, and the boat went againtt the current of Po- 
towmack; but many parts of the machine being impertfedt,’ and 
and fome parts rendered ufelefs by the heat of the fteam, he was 
obliged to have it repaired, which was done at’ the Great Falls, 
and the was again tried, but failed in 'the repaired work, though 
it made many powerful ftrokes before it failed, and fent’ the 
boat forward with fuch power, that one man was not able to 
hold her. The next experiment was attempted in December, 
with the new conftructed boiler, but the violence of the heat was 
fo great, from the fteam, that it melted the fott folder that great 
part of the machine was put together with, and rendered it en- 
‘tirely ufelefs, until repaired with hard folder; about this time, 
the ice drifting, carried off the boat which the machinery was 
made for, and deftroyed her in fuch a manner, that the repair- 
ing her was equal to one half the expenee of building anew one: 
That the boat was, In the Spring, 1787, repaired, the machine 
alfo, and was ready for trial in gomieiiber: when the boat mov- 
ed up the river, againkt the current, with about two tons on 
board, befides the machine, at the rate of two miles per hour; 
‘but the new boiler was fo badly made, that it cpened at feveral 
ot its jomts, which let great quantities of the iteam efcape: And 
the faid Barns further faith, that to his-knowledge,' the machine 
at the lait trial, on December 3, 1787; was'very imperfect in 
many parts, as the fame boiler was then made ute of, after re+ 
ceiving fome repairs: It is his opinion it may be brawght to an- 
iwer very valuable’ purpofes, as it will be Bple, cheap, light, 
and durable, and may be applied to a thip of the largeit lize to 
advantage, having no external application whatever: And the 
faid Barus further: faith, that Mr. Rumiey has, to his knowledge, 
iijured his circumftances iho much, by patting all kinds of 
bufiness to purfue the boat;- that he, the faid Barns, has received 
of the faid Mr. Rumfey five pounds per month, befides his board, 
from April, 1785, to‘the preferit ‘time; which, in his opmion, 
is but’ a {mall part of the expences the fuid Mr. Rumfey muit 
have been at in the profecuting ‘his plan. - His new contftructed 
boiler muft exceed every thing ‘of that kind yet extant, as it will 
not hold more than twenty pints, and, in hisopmion, will make 
more fteam than a five hundred gallon boiler in the common 
way; and from the obfervation he has made, has reafon-to be- 
lieve, that fix buthels of good coals will ferve it for twelve hours. 
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HE, 
The weight of the prefent machine ig. about feven hundred 


pounds, and will not occupy more fpace than four barrels. > 
Sworn before e me, this ioth, ‘December, L784. 
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SFihss by JN°. ide ‘ here 
A) PARAGRADP. it from GEnza. AL WasHIne Ton’ § Bestty, dn 
anfwer-to mine’of,:the 1oth,-of Mareh, 178%. 3 
It gives.me much. pleafure to find: by! your: letter, that you 
are not lefs danguine in your : Boar PROJ ECR than! when-E faw 
you im Richmond, and that you have; made, fuch further ddifeo- 
veries as, will render them. more extenfive ly -;utetal than fwas. at 
fir, expected, You, havg:my | belt willies fon the Hpeceie, off ee 

plan.” ‘otek 
N®. 14: 7 M1". teh ples 
ANNAPOLIS, scenes 18,),17.87. 

Sir, 

In compliance with your requelt, Imen ation the ‘principle am 
and circumftances with which I am acquainted reipeciing your 
Steam Engine, and your expectation of its effet in boat vaviga- 
tion. I was entirely ignorant of the principle on which you were 
to. gam. your power, and your manner ie applying it, till our 
return from the Great "Fall s, together, in Odober or November, 
(but, I think in OGobe: L)-11,7 Sih whe sn, you. told me that you relied 
on.fteam for your firft, power,,and she d me to promote yeu, 
haying.cylenders ca{t at my brother’s and my, WAT ks; the asamp 
dia not fuece eed-—-I, contidered myelt under,an oblig ation to fe 
erecy till in the prog refs of ‘making COPE cylenders in, Frede- 
rick-town fome time,aiter, when I £0 und, that. the defigned pur; 
pole of the sylenden was a fubject, or Paty general converfa- 
ton. ’ $4 fe (ie 
Being on the committee gene a ta confider, and ‘report'on 
Mr. Fitch’s petition, I thought it my duty to, mention, what-was 
in my memory, of your telling me of your, having communic ated 
your principle to’ General Wethington, as -L thought, though 
perhaps miftakenly,,at the,time your model/and experiment were 
‘exhibited before the General; and, vith the approbation of the 
conimittee, wrote to the Generalon; the fubjedt: His anfwer, now 
before me, is to the effect, that ** At that time, September 17 Bitiy 
nothing was intimated of fteam: That the November following, 
in. Richmond, youlfpoke to him of the effec&i.of fteam,, and of 
the conviction you were-under of the, utefulnefs of its applicati- 
on for the Baruie of inland navigation,” but the General feems 
to have thought it an immatured idea, that he did not then ima- 
gine you relied on. : . ; 

Mr. Fitch having often mentioned the time (1 think April, 
1785) when the idea firft truck him, and yours being prier, the 
commMittegy 
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sommittee could not report in favour of Mr. Fitch. The Gen. 
added in his anfwer, ‘‘ It is proper for me herewith to add, 
that fome time after this Mr. Fitch called on me, in his way,to 
Richmond, and explaining his fcheme, wanted a letter from me 
introduétory to the Aflembly of this (Virginia) ftate; the giving 
of which I declined, and went fo far as to inform him, that tho’ 
I was enjoined not to difclofe the principles of Mr. Rumfey’s 
difcovery, yet, would venture to aflure him, that he thought of 
applying fteam was not original, but had been mentioned to me 
by Mr. Rumfey.”” 

I efteem myfelf no way competent to decide on Philofophi- 
cal or mechanical principles, but if you can fimplify the fteam- 
engine, render it cheap, and apply its powers to raife water in 
great quantities, for the purpofes of agriculture and water-works 
of all kinds, or apply the powers more immediately, as has 
been much the fubject of converfation between us at times, eve- 
ry man may eafily perceive a vaft field of improvement will 
thereby be opened, which I moft fincerely wilh you may largely 
reap the good fruits of. 

Iam, Si, your moft obedient fervent, 


THOMAS JOHNSON. 


Sea as 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 

This day came Michael Bedinger, before me, one of the julti- 
ces of the Peace for the faid county, and made oath, that Mr. 
James Rumfey informed him, in, or before the month of March, 
1784, that he was of opinion that a boat might be conftructed 
to work by fteam, and that he intended to give it a trial, and 
mentioned fome of the machinery that would be neceflary to 
reduce it to practice; And the {aid Michael further faith, that he 
fet out for Kentuckey country immediately after in order to fur- 
vey fome lands, and refided there upwards of eighteen months, 
and that during the time of his ftay there, he frequently men- 
tioned Mr. Rumfery’s boat fcheme: He believes that he alfo 
mentioned, that it was to be wrought by fteam. 

The above was voluntarily fworn to before me, by Captai: 
Bedinger, who is a gentleman of reputation. 

‘November 28, 1787. 

JOFLN KE AR SUE-Y. 


We, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, certify, that the 
within mentioned Michael Bedinger is a gentleman of reputati- 
on and veracity. 


HORATIA GATES, CHARLES MORROW, 
THOMAS WHITE, JOHN MARK, 

JAMES KERNEY, PHIL.» PENDLETON, 
JOHN MORROW, ROBERT STUBBS. 


JOSEPH MITCHEL 
Cc No 16, 








No. ne 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff 
"LO WHOM IF MAY CONCERX. 

I, Charles Morrow, of Shepherd’s-Town, Berkeley county, 
commonwealth of Virginia, do cestify, that late inthe fprin 
er beginning of fummer, 1787, a certain , of Balti- 
more T'own, formerly of this place, called at my houfe, when 
the converfation turned on Mr. Rumfey’s Steam Boat and me- 
chanical powers; he then told me, that before he had converfed 
with Mr. Rumfey, he conceived he new a great deal of thefe mat- 
ters; but.he now found he knew very little, and faid, ‘‘ I muft give 
up to Mr. Rumfey, heis my-matter.”” Thetruth of which fhould Mr. 
deny (which I hardly think he will) I will at any time declare 
on ozth. I do further certify, that Mr. Enoch Martin, of this 
county, informed me, that.on Sunday, the 18th initant, he faw, 
in miniature, an engine at work in Baltimore town, which Mr. 
had made to raife water by fteam; and that the faid —— 
told him he received the firft inight of that matter from Mr. 
Rumfey. 

Given under my hand, this 13th December, 1787. 
CHARLES MORROW. 














Teft. 
DAVID GRAY, 
JOSEPH BARNS. 


Ne. 17. 
Berkeley County, Vir. ff. 

This day came Jofeph Barns before me, one of the Juftices 
of the peace for the faid county, and made oath, that Mr. 
James Rumfey informed him, the year 1785, that he had con- 
trived a very fimple, cheap machine, to raife water by fleam 
and the power of the atmofphere. That fome time (he thinks) 
in the month of June, 1787, a certain , of Baltimore- 
Town, formerly of Shepherd’s-Town, did by fome means, 
though it was not cuftomary, infinuate himfelf fo as to be feve- 
ral times admitted into the fhop where the fteam-engine for the 
boat was making, aud then almoft finifhed; and the faid Barns 
further faith, he heard Mr. Rumfey inform the faid -—— of his 
intention of raifing water by feam, to work mills, as foon as 
he had accomplifhed his boat {cheme, and.then proceeded to ex- 
plain to the faid the principles by which water might be 
raifed, and alfo explained fundry parts of the machinery, he be- 
lieves all, except fome valves and the opening and fhutting of 
cocks by the machinery at the proper times; and the faid Barns 
well remembers, that during Mr. Rumfey’s explanations, the 
faid feemed much aftonifhed, and declared that he never 


knew till then that the atmofphere had any weight, or that fteam 
had 
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had fuch power; and that he then clearly faw the reafon that a 
machine he had fome time before invented to raife water, would 
not anfwer the purpofe; and that it was fo foolith a plan, he 
faid, he was afhamed to explain it, And the faid Barns further 
faith, that Mr. Rumfey gave the-faid a copy of -his calcu- 
lations of the force and: velocity of water from under different 
heads, which he informed the faid would enable him to fee 
the propriety of his calculations for raifing water, by which he 
might eftimate the quantity neceflary to work a mill, 


Berkeley County, Vir. A: 
The above-mentioned Jofeph Barns came perfonally before me, 
a magiftrate for the faid county, and made oath, that the above 
writing contained the truth, and that there was an exact copy of 
the annexed calculation delivered to , by Mr. James 
Rumfey. Given under my hand, this 14th. day of Dec. 1787. 
CATO MOORE. 


We, the fubfcribers, have been long acquainted with Mr. Jo- 
feph Barns, aud ever found him to be a worthy honeft man, and 
aman of truth. 

ROBERT STUBBS, CHARLES MORROW, 

HEN. BEDINGER, - BENENI SWEARINGEN, 

ABRA. SHEPHERD, CORNEL WYNCOOP, 

JOHN MARK, THOMAS WHITE, 

JOHN MORROW, Jos. SWEARINGEN. 


Berkeley County, Vir. ff: 
The above gentlemen, who are all of good fame, fubferibed 
the above certificate in my prefence, 














CATO MOORE. 


%* * The calculations alluded to in this affidavit were at firft 
intended to be printed, its length determined the author to de- 
cline it—if fhould deny he had fuch a copy, it will be pro- 
duced for the fatisfaction of the public. 





REM oe 
The underwritten is 2 paragraph of a letter written from a Mr. 
Daniel Buckley, living near Philadelphia, to a gentleman of 
Berkeley county, Virginia, and «Dr. M°¢ Mahon,”’ who Mr. 
Buckley is fo concerned for, is a partner with Mr. Rumifey in 
his fteam-boat. Tis copied and annexed to prove how bufy 
Mr. Fitch has been in calumny, and how eafily he found cre- 
dit and propagators. Should he incline to affert hereafter, 
what credit he will deferve has been fo clearly proved, that fue 
ture impofitions may be avoided; and thofe who fpread a flan- 
der they do not believe, deferve the contempt of all honeft men. 


‘6 Pleafe. 
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Me 2,9 
< Pleafe to give. my fincere réfpedts to Dottor M¢ Mahon and 


his worthy lady—he is my moft particular acquaintance, and 
truly I am forry he has been deluded by a perfon, who I have 


reafon to: believe is a deceiver, as Mr. Fitch, of Philadelphia, 
fays,, Mr. Rumfey. got what {mall knowledge he had of iteam 
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from him, but he retained the sAlsomale, without which, he Aye. . 
#8 


Mr. Rumfey cannot fucceed.” ° 


We do certify that the above paragraph was ‘taken from the 
aforelaid letter, and copied in our prefence. 


GT OFRAG Ts ROOTES, 


CHARLES MORROW.) 


coal 


«<r [The perfon’s name omitted in republifhing Mr. Rumfey’s ~~ 
“pamphlet; is, becaufe he has no connection with me, or my pro- 
jet; being a ftranger, and probably innocent of the charges. 
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